

















Sermons for the Month of March. 





DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 
SERMON. 


THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS BEGINS EVEN AT HIS 
BIRTH THE WORK OF OUR REDEMPTION, BY 
SUFFERING AND INSTRUCTIVE EXAMPLE. 


“ She laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.” 
—Luke ii. 7. 


Holy Scripture tells us that to save his life the child Moses was. 
placed by his mother in a basket made of bulrushes, tightened with 
clay and pitch, and laid in the sedges by the river’s brink, where he 
would be found by the king’s daughter. (Exod. ii. 3.) What a 
sad fate for an innocent new-born babe! But the child Moses in 
the basket of bulrushes was only a prototype of the divine Saviour, 
who at His birth was laid by His Holy Mother in the poor manger 
of the stable. ‘‘ She laid Him in a manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn.” (Luke ii. 7.) The fathers tell us that 
this wooden manger, which is still preserved and venerated at Rome 
in the Basilica of St. Maria Maggiore, was for Christ a model of the 
cross which He was to carry all His life long. “Christ,” says St. 
Peter Damian, “lying in the manger, typified the way and manner 
of His martyrdom,” and another saintly writer says: “ Jesus, exposed 
to the cold, and lying on the hard wood, began then the sufferings 
and torments of martyrdom; ” while St. Bernard writes, “ consider 
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the life of the good Jesus, and you will find it nothing but a cross, 
for from the moment of His incarnation, He was always suffering.” 

You may recognize in this, dear brethren, the wonderful arrange- 
ments of God; the sacrifices of the Israelites pleased Him no longer, 
nor the blood of calves and oxen. His divine justice required 
another kind of sacrifice, a sacrifice of peace in expiation of the sins 
of the whole world, and this was the divine Heart of Jesus, which 
was ready at the will of the Father. God willed that this innocent 
sacrifice should be offered up to Him, and the child Jesus offered the 
same most willingly; therefore the Lord said to the Psalmist: 
“ Burnt-offering and sin-offering thou didst not require: then said 
I: Behold I come. In the head of the book it is written of me that 
I should do Thy will: O my God, I have desired it, and Thy law in 
the midst of my heart.” (Ps. 39 v. 7, 8, 9.) 

The holy fathers point out who was that nobleman of whom St. 
Luke relates (xix. 12) that he went into a far country to receive for 
himself a kingdom and to return. St. Basil says, “‘ This nobleman was 
none other than Christ our Saviour, for He is not only noble as to 
His divinity, but also as to His humanity. He went into a far 
country, for He left the bosom of His Father in heaven to come 
into this world which was a strange country, where, not without 
great pains, He sought a kingdom for Himself.” And what kind 
of kingdom did He seek? Contemplate the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and you will find therein this kingdom. The Lord reigns from the 
cross. “‘ This dominion of the most bitter cross was for Him, above 
all the kingdoms of this world, and this cross was given to Him 
in the manger, by the Father, as a birthright, of which Isaias (ix. 6) 
says: ‘‘ For a child is born to us; and a son is given to us; and the 
government is upon His shoulder: ” (namely the cross), and we add: 
in His Heart, too, for Jesus bore this government, namely the cross 
and His sufferings, in His heart all through His life. 

St. Chrysostom remarks: “ The scourge, the crown of thorns, the 
cross, and the other ignominies and tortures of the passion are the 
glory of the only begotten of the Father; for this He came into the 
world, for this He was conceived, nursed by the Blessed Virgin, and 
brought up by St. Joseph, to die finally upon the cross, as a sacrifice 
of love, for the salvation of all, and still more, even after His 
death and all the agonies that He endured, out of pure love to leave 
us His Heart as a pledge.” O good Jesus! I know not how to ad- 
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mire sufficiently this infinite love of Thy divine Heart! Thou dost 
indeed love me without bounds, O most Sacred Heart of Jesus, for 
Thou dost consider it an honor to suffer for me, and my heart should 
not love Thee in return? For my sins, Thou didst suffer inexpressi- 
ble tortures, and I would not leave off adding sin upon sin? O 
kindest Jesus! late indeed have I loved Thy most amiable Heart! 
Behold in me, a repentant sinner, for in future Thy divine Heart shall 
be the only object of my love! 

Josue, the unconquered general, who loved his people in adversity 
and was faithful to the end, after having led them finally with tre. 
mendous difficulty ‘through the river Jordan to Palestine, divided 
this promised land among them, taking for himself the least and 
most unimportant place, Thannath Saraa, in Mount Ephraim, as his 
dwelling. (Josue xix. 50.) When St. Jerome, traveling through 
Palestine, saw this place, he could not admire sufficiently Josue’s 
magnanimity, that he, although the leader of them all, should mod- 
estly choose for himself the most unimportant, rocky, and barren 
spot in the whole land. 

Let us take leave of these prototypes, and return to the original. 
Josue means, by transposing the letters, O Jesu. Now, what has 
the meekest Heart of Jesus done, who loved poverty so dearly? 
At His birth, although the richest, it became for us poor and needy, 
by choosing for its abode a wretched and lowly spot, the cave of 
Bethlehem, and for His throne the animals’ manger, to show us that 
He would not only be the shepherd of our souls, but also their food 
in the Holy Eucharist. O most amiable Heart of Jesus! what would 
Josue, Thy prototype have said, could he have seen Thee at Thy 
birth, shivering with cold, lying among the cattle? ‘“ Did any one 
ever hear of a greater lowliness,” exclaims Didacus Stella, “ than 
that of being born in a stable? Or of greater poverty than that of 
being wrapped in insufficient swaddling clothes? Can anything be 
more severe than at such a tender age to be laid in a manger?” 

Therefore, it is not to be wondered at, that the divine Heart of 
Jesus, speaking by the mouth of the royal Psalmist, compares Him- 
self to a worm, saying, “ But I am a worm, and no man: the reproach 
of men, and the outcast of the people.” (Ps. xxi. 7.) The worm is 
cast out from the dwellings of the poorest; Christ and His Blessed 
Mother were refused refuge everywhere in Bethlehem, and were 
obliged to take shelter in a stable, to protect themselves from the 
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cold. The worm remains burrowed in the wood or in the earth, and 
is denied the light of day; Christ, who is, in truth, the hidden God, 
began His childhood in a wooden manger, and in His manhood hung 
on the wood of the cross; as the worm is spurned by every one, even 
the least of men, and trodden under foot without mercy, so Christ 
was persecuted by the ungodly, and trodden under their feet. The 
worm, on account of its displeasing appearance, is detested by every 
one; men turn away their heads in disgust at sight of it. O Chris- 
tian soul! look at thy Saviour’s face, look into that most innocent 
Heart! What dost thou behold there? “There is no beauty in 
Him, nor comeliness ; and we have seen Him, and there was no sight- 
liness, that we should be desirous of Him; despised, and the most 
abject of men.” (Is. liii. 2, 3.) 

The worm finally is placed upon the angler’s hook, and the fish 
swim toward it, and being allured by the bait, they are caught. O 
my Jesus! Omy Love! Is not Thy most Sacred Heart like unto a 
worm, which not only offers itself as our food in the Holy Eucharist, 
but also upon the cross as on a fish hook, fastened by the iron nails 
Thou dost call us to Thy service! ‘“O what a humble worm is 
Jesus Christ,” says St. Bernard, “the reproach of men and the out- 
cast of the people, despised by all without cause, without punish- 
ment, trodden upon like a worm.” Christian soul! behold how sad 
it is, to see Jesus lying in the manger, like the most despised worm 
of the earth, and embracing the cross with both hands, and pressing 
it to His Heart. And thou dust and ashes, a veritable nothing, thou 
darest to pride yourself! “O proud corpse,” cries the pious Gerson, 
““if all thy miseries are not sufficient to humble thee, look, I beg of 
thee, at the humility of thy King, thy Lord, and thy God. Behold! 
He who weighs the globe in His three fingers, lying in a stable be- 
tween two animals, and dying at last between two thieves on the 
ignominious tree of the cross.” O astonishing miracle of the love of 
God! And thou dost not yet love this Sacred Heart of Jesus? Nor 
conform thyself to His most holy will in all thy affairs? Thy Lord 
and God lies in a common manger, exposed to every kind of hardship 
and suffering. He sheds bitter tears on account of the cold, and His 
whole life will be nothing but suffering, persecution, want, the cross, 
and death. And thou, worldly soul, desirest to enjoy all pleasures, 
to look after the comforts of thy body, to lie on a soft couch, to 
adorn thyself with magnificent clothes, to be a slave to thy appetite, 
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and to obey in all things the cravings of the flesh? O poor soul! 
Listen, as final admonition, to the words of St. Jerome: “ It is im- 
possible for any one to partake of the present and the future joys, 
and to pass from the one gladness to the other.” Amen. 


SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.P. 


* And He was transfigured before them.”—Matt. xvii. 2. 


It is not surprising that the Apostle Peter was so ravished by the 
spectacle presented to his gaze upon Mount Thabor, that he ex- 
claimed, “ Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make 
here three tabernacles, one for thee, one for Moses, and one for 
Elias ;” because he was beholding his Master wonderfully trans- 
fizured; “his face did shine as the sun, and his garments became 
white as snow, and behold, there appeared to them Moses, and Elias 
talking with him.” Now, if a single ray of the glory of Jesus Christ 
so delighted St. Peter that he desired to remain always on Mount 
Thabor, how enraptured shall we be when we behold the Sun of 
Justice in all His glory, and when w- partake of the delights of the 
elect! When the Saviour permitted tne three disciples, Peter, James, 
and John to behold the splendor of His glory and majesty on the 
Mount, He had shortly before prophesied to them His passion, His 
death, and resurrection, and He wished, without doubt, by His trans- 
figuration to strengthen their faith in Him. Furthermore, to prevent 
them from doubting, when they should behold Him later in His 
humiliation and ignominy, and to encourage them by a foretaste of 
the glory which awaited them in heaven, to bear with patience the 
sufferings and tribulations of this life. The thought of the joys of 
heaven is a powerful means to enable us to bear patiently all the 
troubles and vexations of this life, as I will show you briefly. 

A few days before His transfiguration, Jesus told His disciples 
that He was going to Jerusalem, there to suffer and to die, and to 
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rise again on the third day, and He added, “if any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow 
me.” (Matt. xvi. 24.) At these words the disciples were sad. 
Therefore, he said for their consolation: ‘‘ For the Son of Man shall 
come in the glory of His Father with His Angels: and then will He 
render to every man according to his works,” and shortly afterward 
He gave these three a foretaste of heavenly glory by making them 
witnesses of His transfiguration. Now they knew what awaited 
them, if they denied themselves and carried their cross patiently 
after their Master; they could now speak from experience and 
give consolation to all souls in tribulation, that they would one 
day be glorified with the Lord, if they suffered here below steadfastly 
with Him. .In fact, there is no better means to encourage and fortify 
us in our trials than the remembrance of the heavenly reward. ‘“ If 
thou desirest to make all thy cares and work light,” says St. Augus- 
tine, “then think on thy reward.” The husbandman, for instance, 
would not till his field in the sweat of his brow, did he not hope for 
a rich harvest to reward his toil. But the reward which will be ours 
in heaven, is so incomparably great, that if we have the happiness 
of getting to heaven, we shall wonder how it was possible that we 
merited it by the little work which we accomplished here below. 
Holy Job consoled himself with the thought of heaven, when he had 
lost all his children, had been robbed of his possessions, and in his 
misery was mocked by his own wife. King David, too, thought of 
heaven, when he was forsaken by everybody, and pressed hard by 
the enemy. “ For my father and my mother have left me, but the 
Lord hath taken me up. I believe (and hope) to see the good things 
of the Lord in the land of the living. (Ps. lvi. 10.) “ What,” 
asks St. Augustine, “ what softened the hail of stones to St. Ste- 
phen?” The sight of heaven opened up to him, and Jesus Christ 
was standing ready to receive His faithful servant, and to crown him. 
It is just this thought of heaven which consoled and fortified the 
other Martyrs to such an extent that they uttered songs of praise 
in the midst of the most cruel torments, and met death rejoicing. 
Fortified by this conviction that their reward would be great in 
heaven, thousands upon thousands in this world have forsaken their 
posessions, honors, and joys, to serve God in solitude, by works of 
penance and mortification, and they have fought manfully and will- 
ingly all the assaults of the evil one. 
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If the poor and the oppressed only thought of heaven, they would 
not complain so much at their misery ; if those in sorrow thought of | 
heaven, they would not be so impatient ; if we all thought more about 
heaven, and of the inexpressible great joy which the Lord has 
promised to those who love Him, we should not so frequently get 
discouraged at crosses and sufferings, at temptations and dangers, 
but we should tread in the footsteps of the Saints, and regard all 
cares and work, all struggles and self-denials, all suffering and 
vexations as light and easy to bear, and rejoice that God has given us 
the opportunity by crosses and sufferings to deserve heaven. For, 
dear Christian, the good God, who desires and seeks our salvation, 
often sends us tribulations and hardships, so as to make us averse to 
the vanities of this world, and to induce us to long all the more 
ardently for the immortal joys of heaven, and to make us strive after 
them more zealously. ‘“ And if we had to undergo daily the greatest 
sufferings,” says St. Augustine, “ even if for a time we had to endure 
the pains of hell, it would not be too much, to be able to behold Christ 
in His glory.” All sufferings come to an end, but the joys of heaven 
have no end. All the goods of this world are vain and perishable ; 
they can not satisfy and content the heart of man, which requires 
eternal and immortal possessions. For this reason, the same St. 
Augustine cries out: “ My heart is restless till it finds its rest in Thee, 
O God!” 

Look often up to heaven, dear Christians, not only when you are 
visited with crosses and sufferings, but also when everything goes 
well with you in this world, that you might say with Peter: “ Lord, it 
is good for us to be here; let us make here three tabernacles.” The 
thought of heaven will console you in affliction, and prevent you in 
your happiness from allowing your heart to cling to the idle and 
transitory things of this world, and thereby forget to strive after 
the eternal and imperishable goods of heaven, which alone can make 
you happy. A bird shut up in a cage is better cared for than his 
feathered brethren in the open; he does not suffer from heat or cold, 
he has not to seek his own food, he need not fear the snare, and yet 
if this bird sees the green trees, and notices the other birds fly past 
the window, he finds his cage too narrow for him, he would like to 
fly away, and he tries to gain his freedom by thrusting his head 
through the bars. And we, dear Christians, whose souls are im- 
prisoned in our miserable bodies, we who are in our earthly prison, 
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are subjected to privations, sufferings, and afflictions, why should we 
not long for the day, when, released from all these miseries, we shall 
partake of the happiness of the children of God? Ought we not to 
strive to merit this blessedness by keeping the commandments of 
God, and bearing patiently the sufferings of this life? 

Would that our desire for heaven were so great that we could say 
daily with David: “ My soul longeth and fainteth for the courts of 
the Lord” (Ps. lxxxiii. 3) ; or with St. Paul: “ I desire to be dissolved 
the ord,” (Ps. Ixxxiii. 3) ; or with St. Paul: “ I desire to be dissolved 
and to be with Christ,” (Phil. i. 23) ; then no work would be too hard, 
no struggle too severe, no affliction too bitter. We should do all in 
our power with the assistance of divine grace, to merit heaven, into 
which, one day, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ may lead you and 
me. Amen. : 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


THE DEATH OF THE SINNER. 


“ And you shall seek me, and you shall die in your sin.”—St. John viii. 21. 


This is a terrible threat, my brethren, and the more terrible be- 
cause it will surely be fulfilled. As Jesus Christ said to the Jews: 
“What have I not done for you, you ungrateful people! But there 
will come a day when you will seek me, and you will not find me, 
because I will flee, and you will die in your sins.” A terrible, but just 
punishment. 

How can a Christian, overwhelmed with God’s graces during his 
whole life, resist the qualms of conscience, and remain in sin! A 
Christian, who knows without doubt that evéry mortal sin he commits 
will bring him into hell! A Christian who knows full well that God 
Himself offers him every means for conversion, if he would only 
desire to be converted. A Christian, I say, who has everything at 
his disposal: God’s ministers, who implore him not to remain in that 
deplorable condition, who pray for him, who offer him the most 
effective remedies for the healing of the wounds with which sin has 
afflicted his heart; and who, in spite of it all, remains obdurate, and 
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plunges every moment into more mischief. A Christian who goes so 
far in his frivolous ways, as to utter cutting sarcasm against the 
charitable ministers of the Lord, who are only too willing to help him 
save his poor soul from sin and hell. Is it not just that such a sinner 
should perish, that God should desert him—him whom the Lord has 
treated with kindness so long, and to whom He has offered the 
merits of His own passion! Yes, brethren, it is just, that such a one 
should perish in his sins, that Jesus Christ, whom he has despised, 
should leave him to despair and to the power of the devil. “ Depart, 
unfortunate one,” exclaims Amos, the prophet, “thou shalt perish 
in thy sin, as thou wouldst not obey when the Saviour called thee.” 
Oh, how dreadful is the death of a sinner, and yet how many die 
that death! Oh, if I could only inspire you with dread of such a 
death, so that you may avoid it! For this purpose, I will try to 
describe to you the last moments of a sinner, who refuses to be 
saved, who is full of despair at the thought of his sins, as well as on 
account of his contempt of God’s graces, and of the torments which 
will be his portion for all eternity. 

Now, let me explain to you what it means to die a bad death. If 
one dies in the flower of his age, having been blest with the best of 
health, happily married, endowed with all the world’s goods, and 
leaves a loving wife and a family of children, that is no doubt a cruel 
death. King Ezechias exclaims: “ Must I now, O Lord, die in the 
prime of my life?’ and the kingly prophet prayed to God not to let 
him die. Others say that to die by the hands of the executioner is 
a cruel death. Still others are of the opinion that a sudden death, 
for instance, by lightning or drowning, or any other fatal accident, 
is a bad death; others, again, consider that dying in an epidemic of 
infectious disease, is a great misfortune. But I tell you, my brethren, 
that there is nothing evil in all these different ways of meeting death, 
provided you have made your peace with God. What matters it if 
you die in the prime of life; such a death does not make you appear 
any less in the eyes of God. Nor is it in itself a bad death to die at 
the hands of the executioner, so long as you are well prepared. Many 
martyrs have died that death: St. Simeon died by a stroke of light- 
ning, and St. Francis de Sales died of a stroke of apoplexy. To die 
of pestilence can neither be considered a sad death; both St. Roch 
and St. Francis Xavier died such a death. What makes the death 
of the sinner dreadful is his sins. It is sin, accursed sin, which tears 
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him to pieces and devours him at that terrible moment. Wherever he 
turns he sees nothing but sin, graces despised, and, raising his eyes 
to heaven, what meets his gaze? God, in His just anger and wrath, 
ready to cast him away. And if he casts his eyes down into the 
depths, O terror! there is nothing but raging hell, waiting to devour 
its victim. Alas for the poor sinner! he would not recognize divine 
justice during life, and now he not only recognizes it but finds it lying 
heavily upon him. During life he was always bent upon hiding his 
sins, or to belittle them; at this moment they appear before him as 
clear as day. He now sees clearly what he ought to have seen long 
before, but what he refused to see; he would bemoan his sins now, 
but alas! it is too late! During life he despised God, and now God 
despises him, and leaves him to utter despair. 

Listen, you hardened sinners, who wallow in the mire of unchastity, 
without a thought of how to extricate yourself from it; you, who 
never dream that God may desert you as you have deserted so many 
who were less guilty than yourselves. “‘ Yes,” says the Holy Ghost, 
“the sinners will, at the very thought of their vices, gnash their teeth 
in their last hour, and a fearful terror will seize them; their vileness 
will become clear to them. Oh, how they will break out in lamenta- 
tions, these miserable creatures! Oh, what good have they derived 
from their vaunted pride, their idle vanity, from all the pleasures and 
delights they partook of in sin? All is gone; they have not a spark 
of good, and must succumb under the weight of their own baseness. 
This happened to the unfortunate Antioch, who fell from the chariot 
and had his whole body dashed to pieces. He felt an excruciating 
pain in his intestines, as if they were being torn out of him: worms 
gnawed at him, and his body emitted an offensive odor. Suddenly 
his fate became clear to him, as it does to all sinners when it is too 
late. “ Yes, I know,” he cried out, “these are the evil deeds I 
committed at Jerusalem; they devour me, and crush my heart.” 
His body was racked by the most terrible pains, his mind cast 
down by direst misery. He called for his friends in hope of 
finding consolation in them, but no. God who alone can give 
consolation, has deserted him. “Oh, my friends,” he cries out, 
““T am cast into a terrible doom. I can not sleep, nor rest for a 
single moment. My heart is drowned in sadness. I am filled with 
anxiety and misery! Thus must I die, and in a foreign land! O 
Lord, have mercy on me! I will amply repair all the wrong I have 
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done in Jerusalem; all I have taken I will restore. I will become a 
Jew, and observe the law of Moses, and confess openly my belief in 
God Almighty. O Lord, have mercy on me!” But his sickness 
grew worse from day to day, and God, whom he had despised all 
through his life, did not listen to his entreaties ; he had to die in his 
sins. He had been a blasphemer and, therefore, his most earnest 
prayers were not heard, and he was cast into hell. 

It is a sad, but just punishment which thus meets the sinner, who, 
after despising all the graces which were offered him during life, 
receives no longer any grace, which will be of benefit to him. And 
yet, how great is the number of those who die in such a way! How 
many of the children of this world are blind, and have their eyes 
opened only at the moment when it is too late for them to obtain 
forgiveness for their sins? Yes, brethren, he who lives in sin will 
die in it. If you live in sin, do you not wish to be delivered from it? 
If you say no, you will perish; you will die the death of a notorious 
French philosopher, named Voltaire. His death will be your portion. 
You will see that God, whom you despised, while he was continually 
offering you His love and graces during your life, will suddenly turn 
you over to a just judgment, at the moment when you are at last 
willing to return to Him. To remain living on in sin with the idea 
that some fine day you may reform, is nothing but a devil’s snare, by 
which he has ruined many a soul, just as sure as he thus will ruin 
yours. Voltaire, in his last illness, was a terrible example of a sinner 
who dies with a guilty conscience. He tries to abandon his wicked 
ways, and begs God to forgive him his many sins. He counts upon 
divine love, which is infinite, and is fortified by this thought. He 
will send for the same priests whom he has vilified and mocked at 
during his whole life. He will go down on his knees, confess his 
sins, and flatters himself to be able to accomplish the great work of 
reconciliation with his Creator ; but he is very much mistaken. God 
has deserted him. Look at him! Death comes before he can receive 
that last help. The poor, unfortunate creature finds himself sur- 
rounded by terrors. “ Woe to me,” he cries, “ I am deserted by God 
and man.” Yes, miserable man, nothing but hell can be thy portion. 
Listen to Voltaire, how he cried to God, he who had uttered so many 
blasphemies against his Creator, his religion, and the servants of the 
Lord. “ Jesus Christ, Son of God,” he cries, ** who died for the sins 
of all men, have mercy on me!” But, alas! a century of wickedness 
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has tired divine patience. God has cast him away, he is now nothing 
but a victim of divine wrath, destined for everlasting fire. The 
priests whom he had despised for many years, how he longs for them, 
but they are not there. There he lies in convulsions and terrors of 
despair. He shakes and trembles, and all the calumnies which he has 
belched forth almost through a life-time, take vengeance upon him. 
His wicked companions, for fear that after all the Most Holy Sacra- 
ment might be brought to him, remove him to a lonely place in the 
country, and leave him there, a prey to his despair. 

Despair is a torment of hell, and in life a foretaste thereof, and 
whosoever lives the life that leads up to it, can not but be delivered to 
the same in eternity. My brethren, take heed, therefore, now; refuse 
not to become reconciled to God, especially in this holy season of 
Lent; the servants of God, His priests, are ready to receive you, to 
give back to you the peace with your conscience, the peace with God, 
and living in this peace you need not fear despair, but carried on by 
confidence and hope, all will end in love never to be extinguished. 
Amen. 


THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O.P. 


“ And he was casting out a devil, and the same was dumb.”—Luke xi. 14. 


To be possessed by the devil, like the poor man in to-day’s Gospel, 
is without doubt a great misfortune. However, it is not my inten- 
tion to-day to describe to you the condition of one possessed by the 
devil. I would rather teach you the art of driving out the devil. 
You will ask: “ But who, then, is possessed by the devil?’”’ Would 
to God that there were no such persons in our midst; but [| fear, 
alas, that there are many among us who are possessed of the devil. 
You are astonished, and perhaps incredulous. But I tell you, that 
whosoever has committed a mortal sin, is possessed of a devil ; indeed, 
I will even venture further, and say with St. Chrysostom: “ He who 
commits a mortal sin is more miserable than one possessed by the 
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devil.” Now, how can we drive out this devil? I answer, by a 
good confession, and | will explain this further to you to-day. 

You are aware that the first requisite for the worthy reception of 
the Sacrament of Penance, is a heartfelt contrition for sins committed, 
joined by a firm determination to sin no more, and to avoid the 
occasions of sin; secondly, we must accuse ourselves of our sins fully 
and contritely to the priest, who is God’s representative ; thirdly, we 
must have the firm desire of making satisfaction for our sins. If 
the penitent fulfils these three obligations, he obtains, by the priest’s 
absolution, the forgiveness of his sins, and the devil, who has taken 
up his abode in his heart, must retire, for the Saviour said to His 
Apostles and their successors: ‘“‘ Whose sins you shall forgive, they 
are forgiven them; and whose sins you shall retain, they are re- 
tained.” (John xx. 23.) The Saviour certainly did not intend that 
the Apostles should remit the sins of all sinners without distinction, 
otherwise, He would have said: “ Forgive all men their sins.” As 
He Himself only forgave the sins of contrite and repentant sinners, 
He wished also that the Apostles should in His name, as the repre- 
sentatives of God, only forgive the sins of those sinners who were 
truly repentant, and had made the firm resolution of doing better, 
thereby rendering themselves worthy of the forgiveness of their sins. 
The divine Saviour was omniscient. He looked into the hearts of 
men, and knew their sins, their repentance, their firm purpose of 
amendment. That is why it was not necessary for the repentant 
sinner to confess his sins to Him. But this was not the case with 
the Apostles. They could not see into men’s hearts, therefore, they 
did not know how much this or that one had sinned, or whether, 
according to their repentance and good resolutions, they were worthy 
of having their sins forgiven or not. But the Apostles had to know 
this before they could remit sins, or retain them, and for this reason 
the sinners who desired to obtain the forgiveness of their sins from 
the Apostles, as the representatives of God, had to confess their 
sins to them sincerely and fully, and had to show that they had a true 
repentance, and an earnest desire of amendment ; that is to say, they 
had to confess to the Apostles. This power to forgive sins which 
the Apostles received from Jesus, was handed down in accordance 
with their appointment by Jesus, to their successors, the Bishops 
and priests. These, also, must know what sins man had committed, 
to be able to give absolution, and to prove whether he was repentant 
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and desired to amend, he was obliged to confess to the priests. Then 
only can the sinner hope and obtain from God the forgiveness of his 
sins. Therefore, St. John says: “ If we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
iniquity.” (I John i. 9.) And St. Ambrose writes: “He who 
accuses himself, begins already to be just, for he does not spare him- 
self, and confesses the justice of God.” In these three words, “I 
have sinned,” there rises to heaven a flame of sacrifice to the Lord. 
Confession is the salvation of the soul, the destruction of vice, the 
victory over the devil: it shuts the gates of hell, and opens the gates 
of heaven. 

Our Lord has shown us in the parable of the king who made a 
wedding feast for his son, how bad it is not to confess our sins openly 
and contritely. There were a great number at this wedding, rich and 
poor, high and low, good and bad. Now, when the king came to 
look at the people, he saw a guest who had no wedding garment on, 
and he said to him, “ Friend, how camest thou hither without having 
on a wedding garment?” The poor man, who felt guilty, could 
make no reply, “ he was dumb,” thus, as St. Augustine explains this, 
neglecting the confession of his guilt, by which, without doubt, he 
would have obtained mercy and forgiveness. The king said to his 
servants: “ Bind him hand and foot, and cast him out into the ex- 
terior darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
This man was not punished because he had no wedding garment on, 
but because he remained dumb when he was asked about it, and 
would not confess his guilt. Had he done this, he would undoubtedly 
have been forgiven. This shows you, dear Christians, what we have 
to expect if, after having sinned, we do not confess our sins to the 
priest, who is God’s representative, so that we may obtain forgive- 
ness. The sinner, who either from malice or false shame, does not 
confess his sins, is on the way to perdition. God, the king of heaven 
and earth, will one day pass this sentence upon him: “ Bind his hands 
and his feet, and cast him into exterior darkness.” But in hell there 
is no more time to confess our sins. Have you, perhaps, dear Chris- 
tians, through false shame, concealed a sin, and thereby received the 
Sacrament of Penance unworthily and without grace? Go then, and 
throw yourself at the feet of Jesus, and beseech Him humbly, and 
with deep confidence for courage and strength, and He will drive 
the devil of false shame out of your heart, which had made you 
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dumb. Speak openly in confession, without reserve; confess all 
your sins, those also which you are ashamed of confessing, for thus 
only can you obtain forgiveness by making a full and contrite con- 
fession of your sins. If, however, you omit a sin in your confession, 
through your own fault, you receive the Sacrament of Penance un- 
worthily, and you take home with you from the confessional another 
sin besides the old ones. 

Let us, then, in these days, my dear Christians, make a full, open, 
and repentant confession, so that we may obtain forgiveness, and have 
the evil spirit driven out of our hearts! But let us also, after having 
obtained forgiveness, watch and pray and struggle so that the evil 
spirit may not return to take up his abode in our hearts! Let us. 
keep our good resolutions and not sin anew, that the last thing may 
not be worse than the first!) Those only who persevere unto the end, 
will receive the crown. Amen. 


fons 
SERMON. 
BY TRE CURE OF ARS. ‘ 
INDULGENCES. 
“When the unclean spirit is gone out of man . . . he saith: I will return 


into my house, whence I came out.’’—St. Luke xi. 24. 


The Gospel of to-day tells us how great the anger of the devil is 
against those who, by means of a good confession, have driven him 
from their hearts. They musi be constantly watchful of the emotions 
of their hearts, for fear that the devil might induce them to commit 
the same sin again, which would put them into a worse condition 
than they were in before they went to confession. With the inten- 
tion of guarding us from this evil, the Church gives us penances, 
when we confess our sins. These penances have a double purpose: 
first, to give satisfaction to divine justice for our sins; and, secondly, 
to keep us from committing the same sin again. Yet we must be 
aware, brethren, that there will always remain some suffering for 
us to go through, either in this life or in purgatory, even if we have 
performed the penances ever so well, because they do not begin to 
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compare with our sins. Because, however, my dear brethren, the 
dear Lord wishes us, as soon as possible after our death, to partake 
of the bliss of His Holy presence, He offers us, through His repre- 
sentatives on earth, a very easy and efficient means to avoid these 
sufferings after death. This means, my brethren, are the indulgences, 
which we may gain, so long as we are on this earth. These indul- 
gences are an alleviation, or a complete remission of such penances 
incurred by the sinner which he would have to absolve either in this 
life or in purgatory. But so that you should better understand the 
value of indulgences, I will show you: 


(1) What is understood by indulgences. 
(2) From whence are they obtained. 
(3) What is necessary to gain them. 


I will not stop to prove to you, my brethren, that the Church has 
the power to grant indulgences; it would simply be losing precious 
time, for you all know that Jesus said to the Apostie Peter, and 
thrcugh him to his successors: * And I will give to thee the keys 
of the Kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind upon 
earth it shall be bound aiso in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose 
upon earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven.” (St. Matt. xvi. 19.) 
Which power He also conferred at some other time upon all Apostles. 
We see that the Apostles themselves granted indulgences, and the 
Church has not only the power to impose upon us penances for our 
sins, but she can also shorten the time of suffering we have to undergo 
in purgatory. You know, brethren, that there are two kinds of sins, 
venial and mortal sins. Mortal sin deserves eternal punishment; it 
is one of the dogmas of the Church that we shall be damned if we 
have the misfortune to die in mortal sin, without having obtained 
pardon for it. Irreverent Christians may say to you, that God is not 
as wrathful as the priests say He is, but that does not alter the fact. 
After having duly confessed our sins, there still remains for us to un- 
dergo punishment for them, either in this or the next world. Then, 
when we weigh the burden of our sins with the amount of penance, 
which as laid upon us in expiation of them, there seems to be no 
comparison between the two. Something has to be done, therefore, 
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which may aid us in giving satisfaction to Divine justice. It is true, 
that the troubles of this life—sickness, vexation, slander, loss of 
worldly possessions, may help us toward expiating our sins, if we are 
prudent enough to offer up all those troubles to God for that purpose. 

Since the foundation of the Church a penance of a certain amount 
and character has been imposed upon the sinner, according to what 
was considered necessary for satisfying Divine justice. When, in the 
early days of the Church, a sinner wished to become reconciled to 
God, he appeared before his Bishop, barefoot, in ragged clothes, and 
ashes upon his head, and confessed his sins in public; he then had to 
pass through the different degrees of penance. After a sinner had 
confessed and repented his sins, he was obliged to remain kneeling 
outside the door of the church, because he was not considered worthy 
to enter the sacred portals, and he begged the faithful, while they 
passed him, for their prayers in his behalf. When he had passed 
this first degree, which was often of long duration, he entered upon 
the next, the degree of the weeper. In this degree their remorse and 
self-abasement was so heartrending as to make the passer-by burst 
out in tears; they did not hesitate to confess their sins publicly, 
so as to gain the favor of the faithful, and their prayers. After this 
degree, they were allowed to take a place near the door of the church, 
where they could hear the instructions given to the congregation, 
but as soon as these were ended, they had to retire and were not 
allowed to join in the prayers of the faithful. After a further term 
of penance they were allowed to participate in the sacrifice of Holy 
Mass up to the time of the Gospel, when they had to leave, still being 
considered unworthy of being present at the sacred mysteries. But 
before they left, the whole congregation prayed for them, while they 
themselves lay prostrate upon the floor. At the end of all this 
penance, they received solemn absolution, after which they were 
allowed to take part in all the prayers and in the holy sacrifice 
of the Mass, but even then they were not allowed to receive 
communion for a considerable time. During the whole time of 
penance they had to keep away from all public functions and cere- 
monies, and had to live in retirement, to live on bread and water 
several days each week, and to give alms, all of these being means 
to give satisfaction to Divine justice. For the irreverent mention- 
ing of the name of the Lord, even when done thoughtlessly, they had 
to live on bread and water for seven days, and if the sin was repeated. 
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for fifteen days. For a blasphemy against God, the Blessed Virgin, 
or the Saints, they had to remain kneeling before the church, bare- 
foot, with a rope around their neck, and had to fast for seven 
Fridays on bread and water, during which time they were not 
allowed to enter the church. For working on Sunday they had to 
live on bread and water for three days; for unnecessary traveling 
on Sunday, seven days, and so forth. 

You see, then, my brethren, how the Church in those early times 
acted toward those who wanted to be saved. ‘To-day, as you know, 
she no longer imposes such hard penances, although our sins are no 
less wicked and offensive to God. See, then, my brethren, how good 
God is, and how much He desires our salvation. He gives us indul- 
gences, in place of penances, which we do not have the courage and 
strength to carry out. 


II. 


But from whence are these indulgences obtained which bring us 
so much good? Listen well, O brethren, and keep what you learn 
well in mind, for he who understands this matter thoroughly can not 
help but praise the Lord and derive the greatest possible benefit for 
himself. What happiness for us that we are enabled to save for our- 
selves, by a few prayers, hundreds of years of suffering in the next 
world? Now, let me tell you that these indulgences are obtained 
from the overflowing merits of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the Blessed 
Virgin, and of the Saints who have suffered more and did more 
penance than was necessary for the expiation of sin. This is the 
inexhaustible treasure which the Church divides among her children. 
And I tell you, further, that these indulgences are the remission of 
punishment, which we would have to undergo for our sins, even 
after they have been pardoned in the Sacrament of Penance. To 
make you understand this more fully, we must learn the relation 
between offense and punishment: offense is the wrong which we do 
to God, when we sin, and for which we deserve punishment. And to 
cleanse ourselves gradually of these sins, which have been forgiven 
to us in the Sacrament of Penance, we gain indulgences, because, 
after confessing our sins, we ought to do more penance than our con- 


fessor imposes upon us, if we wish to avoid the pains of purgatory. 


We are told in Holy Writ, that the saints, though they were sure of 
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forgiveness, received the obligation from God to do penance, as, for 
instance, David, Mary Magdalen, St. Peter, and many others. 

How fortunate are we to possess in the indulgences such an easy 
means for escaping the torments of purgatory, which seem so terrible 
and long. Yes, my brethren, a sinner who had the good fortune 
to obtain a complete plenary indulgence at the moment of death, 
would appear before God entirely free of sin. He would stand before 
God as pure and innocent as if he had just been baptized; he would 
be as ready to be received into heaven as the Holy Martyrs were upon 
their death. Yes, my brethren, in regard to the blotting out of tem- 
porary punishments, there is no difference between baptism, martyr- 
dom, and a plenary indulgence in the full meaning of the word. O 
precious grace, so little known, and if known so little appreciated 
by the greatest number of our fellow Christians! 

How many souls there are in purgatory to-day, and who will re- 
main there for years and years, because they did not make use of the 
benefits of indulgences! 


II. 


After the doctor knows the illness of which his patient is suffer- 
ing, he prescribes certain remedies to cure him, and at the same 
time he states how they are to be applied, for without this precaution 
the remedies might become more injurious than useful. And so it 
is with the means which we must employ for the cure of our soul. 
I know well that there are many persons who will hear all this with 
proud disdain, and a certain doubtfulness. Well, we must pity 
them. They are those poor blind persons who imagine that they 
can see clearly and distinctly, and all the time their eyes are closed 
by sin. If, in spite of all the graces which God in His goodness 
gives them, they intend to go to perdition, let them alone. The time 
will come when they will say to us lamenting: “ How happy are you 
to have used these graces.” Let us seek the light of faith, let us 
make use of all the means which God in His goodness offers us, so 
as to make sure of heaven. 

You may ask, “ What must we do to gain an indulgence?” The 
first condition is, my brethren, that you should be in the state of 
grace; secondly, you must do the works and say the prayers author- 
ized by the Holy Father, and have no inclination to any, not even 
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wilful venial sin. This is all that is necessary, and you must admit 
that our good Mother Church has certainly made it easy for her 
children to make use of this precious means of salvation. So much 
more reason, and even obligation for us to make the greatest use of 
indulgences, and so much less excuse if we refuse this great benefit 
to our immortal soul. 

Therefore, my brethren, as we all have offended God, and perhaps 
grievously, and as we have not, and of ourselves can not, give perfect 
satisfaction, let us make use of this easy means of gaining indulgences 
to render to God what is God’s, and He, seeing our good will, will 
surely give us sufficient strength to overcome the devil if again he 
should attempt to attack us, and things will not be worse, as in the 
example of to-day’s Gospel, but better, which good grace and fortune 
I wish you all. Amen. 


FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.P. 


“And a great multitude followed Him, because they saw the miracles which 
He did on them that were diseased.” —John vi. 2. 


The five thousand people who were fed with the five barley loaves 
and the two fishes, deserved, no doubt, that the Saviour should take 
pity upon them, and care for their wants in such a miraculous way, 
for they had left house and home, suspended their business and labor, 
and had followed the Saviour into the wilderness, and had remained 
with Him for three days without food or drink; but if we examine 
closely into their actions, and ask what had driven them to do this, 
we shall find that their zeal in no wise deserves the praise which we 
were inclined to lavish upon them at first sight. Why, then, did they 
follow the Saviour? St. John answers: “ Because they saw the mira- 
cles which He did on them that were infirm.” It was the splendor 
of His miracles, the extraordinary in His deeds and talk, that at- 
tracted them, and it was, therefore, more out of curiosity than 
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a desire of salvation, that induced them to follow the Saviour into 
the desert. So long as He supplied them with focd and drink, so 
jong as He cured the sick, and raised the dead to life, they said: 
“ Surely he is the prophet who was to come into the worid.” They 
stayed with Him, and even wanted to make Him king; but when, 
soon afterwards, He spoke of the mysterious bread that He would 
give to His faithful—when He said: “ I am the living bread which 
came down from heaven. If any man eat of this bread, he shall live 
forever ; and the bread which I will give is my flesh for the life of the 
world,” etc. (John vi. 51, 52), they murmured and said, “ This say- 
ing is hard, and who can hear it?” and “after this many of his 
disciples went back, and walked no more with him.” Dear Christians, 
are there not many people nowadays who behave in like manner? 
As long as the sun of prosperity shines upon them, that they have no 
crosses and sufferings to endure, and everything goes according to 
their wishes, just so long they praise and bless God, and cling to Him; 
but as soon as misfortune is at their door, and troubles, suffering, 
and afflictions fall upon them, they murmur and complain, and for- 
sake their God. J/t is not a great thing to remain faithful to God in 
prosperity, but it is a great thing and meritorious not to waver in 
adversity, but to remain faithful to God, as we shall learn to-day. 

It is an old experience that most men only remain steadfast in the 
love of God so long as ail goes well, but that they fall away at the 
least sign of trouble. As long as the Israelites in the desert received 
their manna from heaven, God was good ; but when one day the water 
gave out, they were immediately discontented, and they murmured 
without ceasing. The Apostle Peter vowed at the Last Supper that 
he was ready to go to prison and to death with Christ, but after Jesus 
was imprisoned, and a servant maid asked him whether he, too, did 
belong to Jesus’ disciples, and because he was afraid of trouble if he 
spoke the truth, he denied that he knew His Master, and would have 
nothing to do with Him. When Jesus, at the request of the two 
sisters, Martha and Mary, wanted to go to raise Lazarus from the 
dead, no one was more anxious than Thomas. He said, “ Let us 
also go that we may die with him.” (John xi. 16.) When Thomas 
said this he had nothing to fear; but as soon as Jesus was taken 
prisoner in the Garden of Olives, and it was probable that His 
disciples would share the same fate, then Thomas forsook his Mas- 
ter,—he fled, and only returned to the other Apostles after Jesus had 
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risen from the dead. O how many Christians may be compared to 
these Apostles Peter and Thomas! How many there are willing 
enough to go with Christ to Mount Thabor, but who will not follow 
Him to Mount Calvary! How many who persevere in the love of 
God, in imitating Jesus, in virtue and fear of God as long as every- 
thing goes well with them, and they have nothing hard to bear, and 
nothing to fear; but as soon as they perceive trials from afar, as 
soon as they have to overcome a great temptation for the love of 
God and of Jesus Christ, or to undergo hardships, as soon as their 
virtue is tried in the furnace of tribulation, they lose courage, 
and forget the vow of fidelity which they took at baptism, and which 
they have so often renewed. No, dear Christians, our fidelity is not 
tried in the days of prosperity, but in the days of adversity. Then 
we show whether we love with the lips only, or in deed and truth; 
then it is made known if we are true friends of God or not; then our 
virtue and fear of God are put to a severe test, and happy are we if 
we do not doubt God and His providence, if our confidence is not 
shaken, if we do not stray from the path of God’s commandments, 
or murmur and complam and lose our patience, no matter how great 
the affliction may be which God has allowed to overtake us. To re- 
main faithful to God in affliction, to praise and bless Him not only 
when He blesses us, but also when He smites us, this is great and 
praiseworthy, this deserves the crown of eternal life. For this reason 
St. James does not consider those blessed who here below have 
nothing but pleasant times, and no struggles to undergo, but those 
who remain faithful to the Lord until death, in the midst of cares and 
hardships. “ Blessed is the man,” saith he, “ that endureth tempta- 
tion ; for when he hath been proved, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which God hath promised to them that love him.” (James i. 12.) 
Let us then, my dear Christians, serve God, not only in good times, 
but in bad times. When the Lord sends you poverty and want, trou- 
ble and vexations, sufferings and afflictions, when your disorderly 
senses, or the world, or the devil, cause you violent temptations, do 
not be discouraged, remain faithful to God, bear your afflictions 
patiently, fight courageously against all temptations, that you may 
increase in virtue and merits. And that you may be in good condi- 
tion for this, partake frequently of that Bread of the strong which 
Jesus Christ has left us in the Most Holy Sacrament of His flesh 
and blood. When the prophet Elias fled from Queen Jezabel who 
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sought his life, he sank down exhausted and disconsolate under a 
juniper tree in the desert, where he fell asleep. He was suddenly 
awakened by an angel, who told him to arise and eat. He arose, and 
ate, and drank twice of what the angel brought him, and he was so 
fortified thereby, that for forty days and nights he required no more 
food, anid he was enabled to proceed as far as Mount Horeb. If Elias 
was strengthened in such a manner by some bread, and a drink of 
water, that he was enabled to accomplish so long a journey without 
danger, what strength and fortitude do we not partake of when we 
receive that life-giving Bread of Angels in the Holy Eucharist, after 
a worthy preparation? Yes, dear Christians, fortified with this we 
can persevere on the way of the commandments of God, and make 
the journey to our heavenly country without difficulty. Let us then 
in this holy Paschal time, after an earnest preparation, approach the 
table of the Lord, and correspond with the graces which we there 
receive, so that we may obtain the crown of victory which the Lord 
has promised to those who persevere in patience and all virtues unto 
the end. Amen. 


SERMON. 
THE GLORIOUS VIRTUES OF ST. PATRICK. 
(FROM “ THE LIFE OF ST. PATRICK,” BY THE VERY REV. DEAN KINANE. ) 
“God is wonderful in his saints.”—Ps. Ixvii. 36. 


The beauty and adornment of a soul are its virtues, both theolo- 
gical and moral. As in the heavens, star excels star in brilliancy 
and beauty, so God from time to time raises up in His Church mighty 
saints, and places them, so to speak, aloft on a pinnacle, that the 
lustre of their sanctity and good works may shine upon His people 
in all ages. Such a saint was St. Patrick, the Apostle of Ireland. 
God gives grace and sanctity to His servants to fulfil the mission for 
which they are destined. The higher the missionary, the greater 
the work ; in the same proportion is the abundance of grace granted. 
St. Patrick’s mission was to convert a whole nation from paganism 
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to the most exact observances of the Gospel; hence, all the graces of 
the Apostolate, in their full plentitude, were showered upon the soul 
of this glorious Apostle. Every virtue was his, yet some shone out 
more conspicuously than others. Of these I shall to-day point out 
only a few: 


I.—His faith and confidence in God. 
II.—His eminent spirit of prayer; and 
II1J.—His spirit of penance. 


(a) Faith is one of the three theological virtues, because it has 
God and His divine truths as its immediate object. Faith is the 
foundation of all religion, and our salvation. “ Faith is the begin- 
ning of human salvation, the foundation and root of all justification, 
without which it is impossible to please God, and to come into the 
fellowship of His Son.” (Council of Trent, Lesson VI., Chapter 8.) 
This definition of the Council of Trent is based upon the inspired 
text which is so clear on this point. The Gospel says: “* Now, this 
is eternal life; that they may know thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” (John xvii. 3.) ‘‘ Go ve into 
the whole world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that believeth not, 
shall be condemned.” (Mark xvi. 15.) And St. Paul adds: With- 
out faith, it is impossible to please God. For he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and is a rewarder to them that seek him.” 
(Heb. xi. 6.) And this is reasonable. How can a traveler reach 
his goal unless he know something about it? How, therefore, 
can the soul find God, if it know nothing of God? Faith is most 
pleasing to the Almighty. By faith, proud man submits his intellect 
and will to God, and believes and adores what he can neither see nor 
understand. This, my brethren, is the definition of faith: “ Faith,” 
writes St. Paul, “is the substance of things to be hoped for, and the 
evidence of things that appear not.” (Heb. xi. 1.) If I can see or 
understand a subject, then faith ceases, but submitting my under- 
standing to the infallible authority of God, believing in His unerr- 
ing word, in divine mysteries, which the human mind can not con- 
ceive, that is paying homage to God, and, therefore, pleasing to Him. 
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This holy faith, so essential for salvation, and so pleasing to God, 
is dearer to every Christian than life itself. When we look round 
the world and see countless millions living and dying in heresy, 
schism, and idolatry, we ought constantly thank Providence for being 
members of the Holy Catholic Church. 

Now, that St. Patrick was a man of faith and lived in faith, I need 
not at length expound. Born of Christian parents, he drank in the 
faith with his mother’s milk, and it was this faith that he practised 
throughout his life, and taught, and by which he was able to see the 
whole isle converted from idolatry to Christendom. 

(b) Confidence in God is another of the prominent virtues in the 
life of St. Patrick. That those who trust and confide in God receive 
help, is plainly proven both in the Old and New Testament. “ Call 
upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee.” (Ps. xlix. 15.) 
“*Turn to me, and | will turn to thee,’ saith the Lord of Hosts.” 
(Zach. i. 3.) Christ Himself tells His Apostles: “‘ Whatsoever you 
shall ask the Father in my name, that I will do: that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son.” (John xiv. 13.) ‘‘ Amen, amen, I say to 
vou, if you ask the Father anything in my name, he will give it to 
you. Hitherto you have not asked anything in my name. Ask, and 
you shall receive, that your joy may be full.” (John xvi. 23.) These 
promises sank deeply into the soul of our Saint during his studies 
under the famous masters of the time, and became part, so to speak, 
of his daily life. Hence we find our Saint in all his great and holy 
works trusting, hoping, and obtaining all things from God alone. 
During the six years of his captivity, serving a cruel master, and 
watching his flock on the mountains of Antrim, the holy youth’s con- 
fidence in God was unshaken. When the voice told him to return 
to his own country, and that the ship was ready, and when he had 
traveled southward two hundred miles, and the captain refused to 
take him on board, saying: ‘‘ By no means attempt to come to us!” 
our Saint never doubted God's providence. He soon got his reward, 
for the captain said to him: “‘ Come, we receive thee in good faith.” 

When challenged by the pagan priests and magicians to a trial of 
strength in working prodigies, before kings, princes, and vast unbe- 
lieving multitudes, on the Hill of Tara, in Royal Meath; on the plain 
of adoration, in Cavan; on the capital of Connaught; in every other 
field of his apostolic labors, St. Patrick's faith and confidence in God 
Tose equal to every occasion. The minister of God took up the ch~" 
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lenge, and like the prophet of old, Moses, brought shame and con- 
fusion upon the magicians. The kings and priests, princes and 
bards, with the vast multitude, embraced the Gospel of Christ. You 
all know of the miracle he worked at Cullen, where he sent two of 
his disciples to restore to life the son of Elelius. Thus we could con- 
tinue citing numberless examples of his great confidence in God. 


i. 


(a) This confidence was but a fruit of his prayer. Our Saint, per- 
fectly acquainted with the necessary means of salvation, too well 
knew the efficacy of prayer—he understood the meaning of these 
words of Christ: “ Without me you can do nothing.” (John xv. 5.) 
He was aware of the fact that in the supernatural order we can not 
conceive a good thought, elicit a good act, nor advance one step 
toward salvation without the grace of God, which, again, is only 
obtained by prayer. Therefore, St. Paul says: “ Not that we are 
sufficient to think anything of ourselves, as of ourselves, but our 
sufficiency is from God.” (II. Cor. iii. 5.) ‘“ For it is God who 
worketh in you both to will and to accomplish his good will. (Phil. 
ii. 13.) 

(b) He knew the power of prayer. By prayer we can obtain all 
things from God. God has pledged Himself, so to speak. He has 
promised to hear our prayers. “ Call upon me in the day of trouble, 
and I will deliver thee.” (Ps. xlix.15.) ‘‘ Ask, and it shall be given 
to you; knock, and it shall be opened to you. If you ask the Father 
anything in my name, he will give it to you.” (Matt. and John.) 
Now, God can not deceive, nor like false man, break His word or 
promise. ‘God is not as man, that he change.” This virtue of 
prayer, then, this key to the heart of Jesus, our Saint preeminently 
used. Our Saint’s preparation for his mission, and his whole Apos- 
tolate, was a life of prayer, and the most intimate union and famili- 
arity with God. We are told in his life, that during the six years 
of his captivity on the mountains of Antrim, cold, hungry, and half 
naked, three hundred times by day, and three hundred times by night, 
on bended knees, he adored God. Here, without a sacrifice or sacra- 
ment, our holy youth lived in intimate union with his Maker. 
When refused, as said before, by the captain to sail with him, prayer 
obtained for him the privilege. To go into the details of St. Patrick’s 
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3 
love and spirit of prayer, would be to recite his life; for his whole 
life was one of prayer. Already before leaving Ireland, our young 
Saint, by prayer, obtained a high state of perfection. But what 
must have been his perfection and the odor of his sanctity, after more 
than thirty years spent in the most famous schools and monasteries 
on the continent and under masters renowned throughout the Church 
for their learning and sanctity? Let us only say he was eminently 
fitted to be the Apostle of a pagan nation. Having got his mission 
from the Vicar of Christ, who alone has that authority from the Re- 
deemer of the world, our Apostle, armed with the power of prayer 
alone, set out to evangelize the Irish nation, and with what success 
you all know. This man of God was marvelously favored with heav- 
enly visions and revelations in prayer. Working of miracles was of 
almost daily occurrence with him. He gave sight to the blind, and 
speech to the dumb, cured ail manner of diseases, and raised thirty- 
three persons from the dead in the name of the Holy Trinity. 


Ill. 


Now, in addition to his lively faith, his preeminent spirit of prayer, 
we find his awful austerities. He fully entered into the words of our 
Redeemer: ‘“ Unless you shall do penance, you shall all likewise 
perish ” (Luke xili. 3), or the other words: “ If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me.” 
(Matt. xvi. 24.) Continually the words of the Baptist were ringing 
in his ears: ‘ Do penance: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
(Matt. iii. 2.) He saw the example of the unspotted Lamb of God 
fasting forty days and forty nights. He knew that a St. Paul had 
said: “ I chastise my body, and bring it into subjection, lest, perhaps, 
when I have preached to others, I myself should become a castaway.” 
(1. Cor. ix. 27.) All this clearly proved to him that the virtue of 
penance is as essential for the salvation of the sinner as the waters 
of baptism for the newly-born babe; or, as an ancient Father writes: 
“ Either penance, or hell’s fire.” Now, St. Patrick’s whole life, from 
his captivity to the hour of his death, was one constant practice of 
the most heroic penance, self-denial, and awful austerities. On the 
snowy mountains of Antrim, day and night, he bore with patience 
and resignation to God’s holy will, cold, hunger, and nakedness. 
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Here he began to chastise his body, to crucify his flesh, to rid it of 
vices and concupiscences. 

At the famous monastery of Marmentier, founded by St. Martin 
of Yours, where our young Levite spent some years, he put away 
all earthly cares and pleasures, and resolved never more to eat meat. 
At Lerins, the most renowned school of the age for learning and 
piety, Patrick was the wonder of the masters and pupils ‘tof his rigid 
and austere life. We can not follow our Saint step by step, nor year 
by year. Carefully handed down tradition tells of the austerity of 
his life during his mission for the conversion of the Irish nation. 
3efore attacking the great strongholds and centers of paganism, he 
spent days and nights in prayer and penance. Arnied with the spirit 
of God, and confident of success, he assailed the enemy. Barrier 
after barrier fell at his touch, and with an easy rush he planted the 
cross over the ruins of idolatry. The day he spent among them, 
preaching and baptizing: the night communing with his God. The 
night he usually divided into three parts. During the first part, he 
recited one hundred Psa!ms, making at the same time two hundred 
genuflections ; during the second part, he recited fifty Psalms, im- 
mersed in icy cold water, with his hands, his eyes, and heart, lifted 
up to God. Then he took some hours of repose with a rock or bare 
grounc for his bed, a stone for his pillow, and a rough haircloth for 
his covering. On the mountain Croagh, ever revered by his people, 
our Apostle spent the forty days of Lent in prayer and penance. To 
some minds, profane, and inclined to indulge in a smile at great 
spiritual things of which they know nothing, all this may appear 
extraordinary, if not incredible. Yes, it is extraordinary, but 
quite credible. Remember the words of my text: “ God is wonderful 
in his Saints,” and nothing is more natural and in keeping with God's 
ways to men, than to expect and to find awful austerities, as wel! as 
singular miracles in the life of so great a Saint and Apostle as our 
glorious and beloved St. Patrick. Now, what conclusion are we to 
draw from all this? Let us praise, bless, and thank God for having 
so favored our illustrious Saint. Let us venerate St. Patrick for the 
noble virtues he practised by trying to imitate Him. Above all, let 
us never waver in our holy faith, but, like our Saint, hold on to the 
teachings of Holy Mother Church, especially the Holy Trinity, the 
incarnation of Jesus Christ and His divinity, which, in our days, is so 
much assailed, though it is the most consoling article of Holy Faith. 
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‘Put all your trust in God; cast your troubles on His shoulders, 
(Rom. viii. 3.) 

“Come to me all you that labor and are heavily laden, and I will 
refresh you.” Follow likewise in the footsteps of our Saint as re- 
gards the spirit of prayer and penance. { will not ask of you to 
practise it as preeminently as our Apostle did, but do not allow a day 
to pass without having lifted up your mind and heart to God in 
prayer. Attend the Holy Sacrifice of Mass at least on Sundays, and 
tioly Days of obligation; unite yourselves from time to time in the 
most intimate manner with your God in Holy Communion; bear 
patiently the trials of life, especially those of your state of life to 
which you have been called; perform the slight penances Holy 
Mother Church may enjoin upon you, thus imitating, at a distance, 
at least, our Saint, who, seeing your good will, will intercede for you 
at the throne of the Almighty, that you be not lost, but saved, for 
eternity, a blessing that i wish you all. Amen. 


Rev. M. N. W., S.T.L. 


PASSION SUNDAY. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.?. 


“Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the temple.’-—John viii. 59. 


When Jestis, our divine Saviour, was teaching one day in the 
Temple at Jerusalem, after He had censured the Pharisees, they took 
up stones to throw at Him. He, however, made Himself invisible, 
and left the Temple. Jesus, who enters into the heart of man when 
it is in a state of sanctifying grace, and there takes up His abode as 
in the Temple, forsakes it when man commits sin, and the devil takes 
possession of the heart, which Jesus, the Son of God, had chosen for 
His dwelling-place. Bui woe unto that house which the Lord God 
has deseried! Woe to that soul which has lost sanctifying grace! 
I will explain this further to you to-day. 
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It needs no proof that a city, a village, a house, must of necessity 
be unfortunate as soon as it is deserted by God; for from Him pro- 
ceeds, as St. James says, every good and perfect gift. (James i. 17.) 
And when He departs, all happiness, salvation, and blessing leave 
with him. If we wish to be convinced of this we have only to open 
the Holy Scriptures. We read, for instance, that in the same propor- 
tion as men multiplied upon earth, sins and vice took the upper hand, 
and that in consequence of this, God had decided to punish the un- 
godly race with a great flood. Before carrying out His intention, 
He departed from men. “ My spirit shall not remain in man forever, 
because he is flesh.” (Gen. vi. 3.) Upon this the flood came, and 
wiped out the whole human race. Only Noe, who had found grace 
before the Lord, was saved with his family, for ““ Noe was a just and 
perfect man in his generation; he walked with God.” (Gen. vi. 9.) 
In the same way, Lot, together with his wife and his two daughters, 
were led out of Sodom by an angel and saved, because he was a just 
man and God fearing. The cities of Sodom and Gomorrha, with their 
entire population, were destroyed from the face of the earth by fire 
and brimstone because these people had given themselves up to the 
horrors of ungodliness. And who amongst you does not know of 
the awful fate which befell the glorious city of Jerusalem and its 
temple, which was a wonder of the world? Christ Himself was 
moved to tears when one day He looked upon it, and thought of its 
destruction. And why was this holy city, together with its magni- 
ficent temple, destroyed? Because its inhabitants would not believe 
in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and His teaching, and finally they 
led Him out of the city to nail Him to the cross. 

You see, then, dear Christians, how sad it is when God, the giver 
of all good, forsakes a people, or a community, or a family. Then 
His justice takes the place of His mercy, and instead of happiness 
and blessing, we feel His just chastisements according to the number 
of sins which men have committed. As God treated those people and 
that community, in the same way does He proceed against each sepa- 
rate man who becomes guilty of a mortal sin. By sin, man forsakes 
God, and God then forsakes him. And woe to them whom God for- 
sakes! Woe to that soul whence the grace of God has departed! 
With grace it has lost its beauty, its wealth, and its life. ‘‘ As the soul 
is the life of the body,” says St. Augustine, “ so is God the life of the 
soul.” Three times did Samson escape from the hands of his ene- 
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mies, but the fourth time they overcame him, his strength gave out. 
He said to himself: “ I will go out as I did before,” but Holy Scrip- 
ture adds: “ He did not escape,” not knowing that the Lord had de- 
parted from him. So long as Saul obeyed the propi:ct Samuel, God 
was with him, and gave him the victory over his enemies; but when, 
after the death of Samuel, he forsook the Lord, transgressed His 
commandments, and consulted the witch, the Lord departed from 
him: he lost the battle, his sons were killed, and he took his own life 
in despair. “ The Lord is far from the wicked,” says the wise Solo- 
mon” (Prov. xv. 28), therefore they are unhappy. 

We are often surprised, dear Christians, that this or that man, with 
all his diligence, is not blessed, and remains poor, whilst others under 
the same circumstances enjoy an ever-increasing prosperity ; that this 
or that family meet with so many misfortunes and sufferings; that 
this or that one is so often afflicted with illness. We can not under- 
stand why it is that so many persons, in spite of every appearance of 
happiness are really so unhappy, that in their despair they often wish 
for death, or, as it so often happens nowadays, they commit suicide; 
but it does not occur to us that the cause of all these evils is sin, 
otherwise we should not be so astonished. When through sin man 
has forsaken God, then God forsakes him, and the evil spirit takes 
possession of his heart, in which the spirit of God wished to dwell 
as in a temple, and he makes man as unhappy as he possibly can. 

Wh: t shall I say of the torments which conscience prepares for 
the sinner? When the Lord has forsaken him, peace leaves him; 
tormented by the reproaches of his conscience, he finds no peace any- 
where, and the words of Holy Writ are fulfilled in him: “‘ There is 
no peace to the wicked,’ saith the Lord God.” (Is. lvii. 21.) Shall 
I remind you finally of the chastisements of hell, which await the 
sinner, and which may fall upon him at any moment? No, dear 
Christians, what I have already mentioned is sufficient to convince 
you that there is no greater misery than that of a man forsaken by 
God. What an unutterably great evil sin is! It throws men into 
this misery; it robs their souls of sanctifying grace, and at the same 
time of their beauty, wealth, and life itself; it causes God to forsake 
them, and to mete out to them the punishment which the sinner has 
deserved for his sins! Surely, “Sin maketh nations miserable” 
(Prov. xiv. 34), as Holy Scripture says. 

Let us, therefore, my dear Christians, during this holy Lenten 
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season, practise works of penance and return to God, so that we may 
again possess sanctifying grace, and thereby become worthy to re- 
ceive the spirit of God into our hearts again, there to dwell as in a 
temple. Let us, moreover, consider and preserve sanctifying grace 
as the most precious treasure of our soul! Let us flee from sin as 
we would at the sight of a snake! Let us watch and pray that we 
fall not into temptation! Let us spend the heavenly strength of 
which we shall partake in our Easter Communion for the working 
out of our salvation! Let us pray to-day and always with the Psalm- 
ist: ‘““ Cast me not away from thy face, and take not thy holy spirit 
from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and strengthen 
me with a perfect spirit. Create a clean heart in me, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within mv bowels.” (Ps. 1.) Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
“ REPENTANCE.” 


“ Woe me, for I have sinned so much during my life.”—Confessions of St. 


Augustine. 


Thus spoke St. Augustine, when he thought over his past life, 
which he had spent incessantly in the abominable vice of impurity. As 
often as the thought occurred to him, his heart was torn and devoured 
by repentance. “ Oh, my Lord,” he exclaimed, “ I have lived with- 
out loving Thee; oh, my Lord, how many precious years have I lost! 
Deign, O Lord, [ implore Thee, to efface from Thy memory my past 
faults! ’* Oh, precious tears, O salutary contrition, which made of 
such a great sinner so great a saint! Oh, how quickly does a really 
contrite heart regain the friendship of God! Ah, would to God that 
every time we let our sins pass before our mind's eye, we could say 
with the repentant St. Augustine: ‘“ Ah, woe is me. I have sinned 
much during my life; have mercy on me, O Lord!” How soon 
would we alter our mode of living! Yes, my brethren, let us all who 
are here present, confess with the same fervent repentance and sin- 
cerity, that we are great sinners who deserve to experience the full 
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wrath of God. And let us praise God’s infinite mercy, who gives 
us abundantly of His treasures to solace us in our misery. If our 
sins have been ever so great, and our life has been ever so dissolute, 
we are sure of His pardon, if we follow the example of the prodigal 
son and throw ourselves with a contrite heart at the feet of the best 
of fathers. Now let me show to you, my Christian friends, that our 
repentance must have this quality before it can procure for us pardon 
for our sins: The sinner must, in consequence of his repentance, hate 
his sins sincerely, and detest them. 

To make you fully understand what repentance, i. ¢., the pain which 
our sins should cause our conscience, means, I would have to show you 
on the one hand the abhorrence which the Lord has for them, and the 
torments which He had to suffer to gain pardon for them from God 
the Father, and on the other hand the blessings we lose by committing 
sin, and the evils which we bring down upon ourselves in the next 
world; but no man will ever be able to understand this fully. Where 
shall I lead you, my brethren, to show you this repentance? Into 
the solitude of the desert, perhaps, where so many saints spent 
twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, or even eighty vears of their lives, bemoan- 
ing faults which were no faults in the eves of the world. No, your 
heart would not be moved by such as these. Or shall I lead you to 
the entrance of hell, so that you may hear the woeful cries and howls, 
and gnashing of teeth, which is caused by the repentance of their 
sins; but though bitter and hard to bear, their pain and repentance 
is useless. No, my brethren, you would not learn here the real repent- 
ance which you should feel over your sins. Oh, if I could only lead 
you to the foot of the cross which is still reddened with the precious 
blood of our Lord, shed to wash away our sins! Oh, if I could only 
lead you into that garden of sorrow, where our Lord shed for our 
sins, not ordinary tears, but blood, which flowed forth from all the 
pores of his body! Oh, if I could only show Him to you laden with 
the cross, staggering along the streets of Jerusalem, at every step He 
stumbles and is driven on by kicks. Oh, if I could only lead you to 
Mount Calvary, where our Lord died, for the sake of our salvation. 
But even if I could do all that, it would be necessary that God should 
give you the grace of inflaming in your heart the burning love of a 
St. Bernard, who broke out in tears at the mere sight of the cross. 
Oh, beautiful and precious repentance, how happy is he who harbors 
thee in his heart! But to whom am I addressing myself: where is 








338 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


he who feels it in his heart? Alas, I do not know. Is it to that 

head-strong sinner who has abandoned his God and neglected his soul 

for twenty or thirty years? No, that would be like trying to soften 

a rock by pouring water over it. Or to that Christian who has 
neglected missions, and ceased prayers, and despised the admoni- 

tions of his spiritual adviser? No, that would be like trying to heat 
water by adding ice to it. Or, perhaps, to those persons who feel satis- 

fied if they make their Faster duty, and then, year in and year out, 

continue in the same sinful course of living. No, those are the vic- 
tims which are fattened to serve as food for the eternal flames. Or 
to those Christians who go to communion every month, and fall back 
into their sins every day? No, for they are like the blind, who do. 
not know what they do, or what they ought to do. To whom shall 
{ address myself, then? Alas, | do not know. Oh, my Lord, where 
shall I look for it, where shall I find it? Yes, my Lord, I know 
whence it comes and who bestows it. It comes from heaven, and 
Thou dost bestow it, O Lord. Oh, my Lord, we implore Thee, 
bestow it upon us, the repentance which crushes and devours our 
heart; this beautiful repentance which disarms God's justice and 
changes an eternity of misery into eternal bliss. Oh, beautiful virtue, 
how necessary thou art, and how seldom to be found! And yet, 
without it there can be no pardon, no heaven, and more than that, 
without it all is in vain: penance, charity, alms, or anything else we 
might do to gain the eternal reward. 

But you may ask, “What does this word ‘repentance’ mean,and how 
can we tell whether we have it or not?” My brethren, if you will 
lisien to me, I will explain to you how you can find out whether you 
have it or not, and if you have it not, how you may obtain it. Now, 
if you ask me what repentance is, I tell you that it is an anguish of the 
soul, and a detestation for past sin, and a firm resolve never to sin 
again. Yes, my brethren, this is the foremost of all conditions which 
God makes before pardoning our sins, and it can never be dispensed 
with. A sickness which deprives us of speech, may dispense us from 
confession; a sudden death may dispense us from the necessity of 
giving satisfaction for our sins during life, but with repentance it is 
different. Without it, it is impossible, absolutely impossible, to 
obtain forgiveness. Yes, my brethren, I must say with deep regret 
that the want of repentance is the cause of a great number of sacri- 
legious confessions and communions, and what is still more to be 
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regretted is the circumstance that many do not realize what a sad 
state they are in, and live and die in it. Now, my friends, if we had 
the misfortune to conceal a sin in confession, this sin is constantly 
before our eves like a monster which threatens to devour us, and it 
causes us to soon go to confession again, so as to free ourselves 
from it. But it is different with repentance; we confess, but our 
heart does not take part in the accusation which we make against our- 
selves. We approach the Holy Sacrament with as cold, unfeeling, 


-and indifferent a heart as if performing an indifferent act of no con- 


sequence. Thus we live from day to day, from year to year, until we 
approach death, when we expect to find that we have done something 
to our credit, only to discover nothing but sacrileges, which we have 
committed by our confessions and communions. Oh, my God, how 
many Christians there are who will discover at the hour of their 
death nothing but invalid confessions! But I will not go further 
into this matter, for fear that I may frighten you, and yet you ought 
really to be brought to the verge of despair, so that you may stop im- 
mediately, and improve your condition right now, instead of waiting 
until that moment when you will recognize your condition, and when 
it will be too late to improve it. But let us continue with our ex- 
planation, and you will soon learn, my brethren, whether you had the 
repentance in all your confessions, which is so absolutely necessary 
for the forgiveness of sin. 

I said that repentance is an anguish of soul. It is absolutely neces- 
sary that a sinner weep over his sins either in this world or the 
next. In this world we can wipe out our sins by repentance, but not 
in the next. We should be very grateful to our dear Lord that the 
anguish of our soul is sufficient for Him to let it be followed by 
eternal joy, instead of making us suffer that eternal repentance and 
those awful tortures which would be our lot in the next life, that is. 
hell. Oh, my God, with how little art Thou satisfied! 

Now, let me tel! you that this anguish of soul must have four quali- 
ties ; if either one of these qualities is wanting, we can not obtain for- 
giveness for our sins. The first quality is that it must come from 
the bottom of the heart. It need not necessarily show itself in tears ; 
they are good and useful, but they are not essential. It is a fact that 
when St. Paul and the penitent thief turned to God, it is not reported 


that they wept, and yet their anguish of soul was sincere. 


No, my friends, you must not rely on tears alone. They are often 
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deceiving, and many persons weep in the confessional and fall back 
into the same sin at the first opportunity. The anguish of soul which 
God demands of us, is like the one of which the prophet says: “ Rend 
your heart and not your garments. A sacrifice to God is an afflicted 
spirit ; a contrite and humbled heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.” 

Why does God require that our heart should feel this anguish? 
Because it is in the heart where we commit our sins. “It is the 
heart,” says the Lord, “ where all bad thoughts, all sinful desires, 
originate.” Therefore, if our heart is guilty, the heart must suffer, 
or God will never forgive us. The second quality of this anguish 
which we must feel over our sins, is that it must be supernatural ; 
that means, that the Holy Ghost and not natural causes must call it 
forth. To be troubled about a sin one has committed because it 
would exclude us from paradise and lead us into hell, is a super- 
natural motive, of which the Holy Ghost is the originator, and will 
lead to true repentance. But to be troubled about a sin because of the 
shame of which it will be the consequence, or the misfortune it will 
cause us, that is merely a natural sorrow, which does not merit par- 
don. It is perfectly plain, then, that the anguish of soul caused by 
our sins, must arise from our love of God and our fear of His chas- 
tisement. He who, in his repentance, thinks only of God, feels a per- 
fect repentance, which, from its very inception, purifies the sinner 
even before the reception of absolution. But he who only repents of 
his sins merely on account of the temporal punishments which they 
will bring with them, has no proper repentance, and is not justified 
in expecting forgiveness of his sins. The third quality of repentance 
is that it must be unlimited, that is, the anguish it calls forth must 
be greater than any other sorrow, as, for instance, at the loss of our 
parents, or our health, or in general at the loss of anything that is 
dearest to us in this life. The reason why our sorrow must be so 
great, is because it must be equivalent to the loss it will cause us, and 
the misfortune it will bring us after our death. Imagine, then, how 
great an anguish ought to be ours over a sin which deprives us of 
all the glories of heaven, alienates our dear Lord from us, and casts 
us into hell, which is the greatest of all misfortunes. But, you may 
ask, how are we to know whether we possess this true repentance ? 
Nothing is easier. If you have real repentance, you will neither act, 
nor think, as you did before, and you will change your mode of life 
completely ; you will hate what you have loved and you will love what 
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you have despised and avoided. For instance, if you had to confess 
that in action and speech you were of a hasty temper, you would 
hereafter be remarkable for your gentleness of behavior, and your 
consideration for all. You need not trouble yourself whether you 
have made a perfect confession, as errors are easily committed, but 
the consequence of your confession should be that the people say of 
you: “ How he has changed; he is not the same man. A wonderful 
change has taken place in him!” Oh, my Lord, how rare are the 
confessions which cause such a great change! 

The fourth and last quality is that repentance must be comprehen- 
sive. We see in the lives of the saints, in regard to the comprehen- 
siveness of repentance, that we can not receive pardon for one sin, 
even if we have properly repented the same, if we do not feel the 
same repentance for ail our sins. 

History furnishes us with an example which shows us how abso- 
lutelv necessary the saints considered this anguish over our sins, to 
obtain forgiveness. One of the papal officers fell sick. The Holy 
Father, who had a high esteem of his bravery and sanctity of life, 
sent one of his cardinals to express his sympathy, and to give him 
general absolution. “ Tell the Holy Father,” said the dying man to 
the Cardinal, “ that | am very thankful to him for his tender regard, 
but tell him also that I would be infinitely more thankful to him if he 
would pray to God to obtain for me the grace of a true repentance 
for my sins. Oh!” he cried, “ what good is anything to me if my 
heart does not break with anguish at the thought that I have offended 
so good a God. Oh, Lord, if it be possible, make the repentance 
over my sins equal to the offense which I have given you!” 

Examine yourselves, oh, my friends, and see how rare such a re- 
pentance is. Alas, it is as scarce as a good confession! Yes, my 
brethren, a Christian who has sinned and wishes to obtain pardon, 
must be so minded that he would rather suffer the most cruel tortures 
than fall back into the sin which he has just confessed. 

And this disposition is obtained by prayer—earnest, fervent prayer. 
“ Create a clean heart in me, O God: and renew a right spirit within 
my bowels. Cast me not away from thy face, and take not thy holy 
spirit from me,” etc. (Ps. 1. 12.) Joined to this repentance will 
naturally be a firm resolve not to commit the sin again; and this is the 
contrite and humbled heart which God will not despise, but receive 
again as its child, and restore to him all the privileges of a child of 
God, and heir to the Heavenly Kingdom which I wish you all. Amen. 
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PALM SUNDAY. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFNER, O.P. 


“ Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.’”—Matt. xxi. 9. 


To-day we celebrate the solemn entry of the Saviour into Jerusa- 
lem, and we must acknowledge with praise the behavior of the Jews. 
The Gospel tells us “ that a very great multitude accompanied Him, 
and spread their garments in the way; and others cut down boughs 
from the trees, and strewed them in the way. And the multitudes 
that went before, and that followed, cried, saying: “ Hosanna to the 
Son of David; blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest!” My dear Christians, the same Saviour 
who to-day made such a solemn entry into Jerusalem, will enter into 
our hearts during the holy Paschal time, and it is meet that we should 
receive Him with the same rejoicings and reverence, as the Jews did. 
Let us, then, learn to-day, what exterior and interior reverence we 
should show Him in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. 

(1) As often as King Darius went to war, he took along with 
him a picture of the sun, mounted on a costly wagon, and now and 
again it was shown to the warriors amidst the clashing of cymbals, 
with the command that each one of them shou!d fali on their knees, 
and adore it. If those pagans showed such veneration for this pic- 
ture of the sun, and placed it among their gods, it is surely right and 
fitting that we should bend our knee in adoration and reverence before 
the Blessed Sacrament which is the true Body and the true Blood of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the sun of justice, as the Apostles call 
Him, every time that it is exposed for veneration, or that we receive 
it. As Moses was once feeding the sheep of his father-in-law, Jethro, 
on Mount Horeb, the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of 
the midst of a bush, and he saw that the bush was on fire and was 
not burnt. Moses wanted to go and see this great sight closer, but 
the Lord said to him: “* Come not nigh hither, put off the shoes from 
thy féet, for the place whereon thou standest, is holy ground.” 
(Exod. iii. 5.) From this you can learn how we should behave our- 
selves in this holy place, where Christ, the Son of God, is present, and 


ig erase 


Sips aa ea va 


Sears 








PALM SUNDAY. 343 


who even desires to enter into our hearts. If God commanded Moses 
to take off his shoes before he trod upon the place where the Lord 
appeared to him in a burning bush, what reverence must we show 
where Jesus Christ is really and truly present in the Holy Sacrament 
of the Altar? How profound should our humiliation be, and how 
fervently we should adore Him when He enters into our hearts at 
Holy Communion? In fact, it is fitting that we should imitate those 
four-and-twenty ancients, of whom St. John writes in his Apoca- 
lypse: “ The four-and-twenty ancients fell down before him that sit- 
teth on the throne, and adored him that liveth for ever and ever, and 
cast their crowns before the throne, saving: ‘ Thou are worthy, O 
Lord, our God, to receive glory, and honor, and power, because thou 
hast created all things, and for thy will they were, and have been 
created.” (Apoc. iv. 10, II.) 

(2) Christ is not satisfied with an exterior reverence only. He 
requires an interior one, and this consists in cleansing our hearts from 
sin, and adorning them with virtues, and making ourselves so worthy 
that in the Holy Eucharist He may enter into our hearts and dwell 
there. When we are expecting an honored guest, we clean house, 
and get rid of everything which might displease the guest. In the 
same way we must cleanse our hearts from the rubbish of sin, if 
Jesus Christ, the purest of the pure, is to become our guest. This 
is pointed out to us by the conduct of the Patriarch Jacob, who, when 
he had built an altar to the one true God, and desired to offer a 
sacrifice upon it, he assembled his whole.household and said: “ Cast 
away the strange gods that are among you, and be cleansed, and 
change your garments.” (Gen. xxxv. 2.) Whereupon they brought 
him all the strange gods, and he buried them under the turpentine 
tree. The human soul is a teniple of God. “ Know you not,” says 
the Apostle, “ that vou are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwelleth in you?” And further on: * The temple of God is 
holy, which you are.” (I Cor. iii. 16, 17.) In this temple God 
desires to dwell alone, and He will not suffer that an aijtar shall be 
erected therein, and a sacrifice offered to strange gods. The strange 
gods which most men worship are self-love, sensuality, and money, 
and others. And if, dear Christians, we have placed these strange 
gods in the temple of God, I mean in our souls, then the invitation 
is meant for us. “Cast away the strange gods among you, and 
cleanse yourselves.” Cast out of your hearts sensuality, which fills 
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it with impure thoughts, images, and desires, and excites us to un- 
chaste actions. Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see 
God! Put out of your hearts inordinate self-love, and put in its place 
the love of God! Cast out the love of money and possessions, of 
honor and esteem, of joys and pleasures, and all the other idols which 
you have placed in the recesses of your hearts! Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, and true God like the Father, wishes to enter into your 
hearts, and He will not have there any strange gods; He wishes to 
live and reign therein alone. 

For this purpose, the heart must not only be purified from sin and 
all attachment to sin, but it must be adorned with virtues. When a 
dear friend comes to see us, we not only clean the house, but we adorn 
it to the best of our ability. Behold, in the Holy Eucharist, thy dear 
Lord and Saviour who redeemed thee with His most Precious 
Blood, and who day after day lavishes the inexhaustible treasures of 
His graces upon thee, and who will one day admit thee to His heav- 
enly kingdom. He enters into thy heart as guest to dwell there 
continually. Must thou not do all in thy power to adorn thy heart 
worthily? Upon one occasion, when the Emperor Augustus gave a 
banquet, he desired that every one who was bidden to the feast should 
appear there in a new garment. Jesus Christ, the king of heaven 
and earth, prepares a banquet at this Paschal time, such as no earthly 
potentate could prepare, and He invites millions, and millions of 
Catholic Christians in all parts of the world to this feast. At this 
banquet He places before us no ordinary food, but His most sacred 
Body and Blood. He also commands us to appear thereat in a new 
garment, and He cails to us by His Holy Church: “* Put on a new 
man,” lay aside all sin, and adorn yourselves with the garment of 
virtue! ‘* Let no one dare,” says St. Chrysostom, “ to appear at the 
table of the Lord as Judas did, no miser, no uncharitable or hard- 
hearted or merciless person, no unchaste person.” 

Let us, therefore, dear Christians, prepare our heart that it may 
be converted into a worthy dwelling for so beloved a guest! Let 
us purify it from every sin by a sincere repentance, and adorn it with 
virtues! “ Behold, thy King cometh!’’ Let us hasten to meet 
Him! Let us fall at His feet and worship Him humbly as our Lord 
and our God! Enter into your hearts with gladness and reverence, 
and cry out with the jubilant multitudes, “ Blessed is he, that cometh 
in the name of the Lord.” Amen. 
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SERMON. 


“ Behold, thy King cometh to thee, meek.”—St. Matthew xxi. 5. 


My dear Christians, as we have just learned from to-day’s Gospel, 
the Saviour celebrates to-day His triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
Many times had the people of the Holy Land, when they were wit- 
nesses of His deeds and miracles, tried to bestow upon Him extra- 
ordinary honors; several times His enthusiastic admirers went so 
far as to announce their intention of proclaiming Him king, but Jesus 
had always managed to avoid their intended demonstrations of respect 
and admiration. This was particularly the case, when in the most 
miraculous way He procured in the desert food for a multitude of 
many thousands of hungry people. But to-day we see to our aston- 
ishment, that the Saviour Himself makes arrangements for a solemn 
entry into the Holy City. 

And what time did He choose? The time of the Paschal Feast. 
Every Jew on earth, who had the means, made it a point to celebrate 
this feast, the memorial festival of their delivery from Egypt, at the 
place where stood the Ark of the Covenant, that once led them safely 
through the river Jordan into the Holy Land. And as the sons of 
Israel, in spite of their captivity in Assyria and Babylon, in spite of 
the persecution from the pagans, and in spite of their being scattered 
all over the earth, remained participating in the blessing of Abraham, 
they were to be found in Jerusalem at Paschal time by the hundreds 
of thousands. 

This enormous multitude of peopie could see for themselves on 
this day on which Jesus held His triumphal entry, that the words of 
the prophet Zacharias were being fulfilled: “O daughter of Jerusa- 
lem, behold thy king will come to thee meek.” (Zach. ix. 9.) A 
true king he entered, not like a conqueror, but meekly, like a prince 
of peace. 

A true and real king made his entry, and why should we not call 
Him king, who had proved His supremacy over nature and man in 
such an unmistakable manner? The tempest roared upon the sea, 
the frail boats were in danger of sinking, and their occupants cried 
out in terror: “Lord, save us, we perish!” And He arises, calls 
them “of little faith,’ and commands the wind to abate, and the 
waves to calm down. Where sickness, even in its most terrible 














346 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 
aspect, seeks and finds its victims, there He stops its progress. He 
heals the leper, gives sight to the blind, makes the lame to walk, and 
causes the paralytic to carry home his own bed. 

Since original sin, the evil spirit had been master over nature and 
man. Nature does not supply any longer the temporal wants of the 
rational creatures of God, unless it is forced to it. And it has 
gone so far that man created in the image of God has become a tool 
in the hand of the arch-enemy. But as soon as Satan, the enemy of 
mankind, perceives the Saviour, he is overcome by fear, though he 
may try to still practice and hold on to his sovereignty, yet he will 
have to let go of his prey, and retire before the King, who is even 
master of the evil spirits. 

All this.was known before Jesus entered Jerusalem; thousands of 
witnesses had announced the miracles He had performed. Then 
came the rising of Lazarus. Consider! one of the best known and 
most highly esteemed Jews, a friend and follower of Christ, had died. 
The Saviour was not in time to be present at His friend’s last mo- 
ments. He did not arrive in Bethany, where Lazarus lived, until 
three days after he had been buried. Martha, the sister of Lazarus, 
tried to restrain our Lord from viewing the remains, because they 
had been buried so long and emitted a strong odor of decay. The 
Saviour insisted upon visiting the grave of His friend, and many 
hundreds of the better class of citizens of Bethany, many of whom 
had come from Jerusalem, accompanied Him. And what is their 
experience? Jesus simply called upon Lazarus to rise from his 
grave, where he had been entombed for four days. Jesus is master 
over the decay already set in; He can command nature to interrupt 
its work, and,therefore, He must be master over the whole world of 
creation. The miracle was not to be denied, and many became con- 
verted on the spot. The news of this great deed of Jesus Christ 
spread like lightning, and involuntarily many thousands in Jerusalem 
asked themselves: ‘‘ Who is he, who has command over death and the 
grave? He is human, but he must be endowed with divine power; 
he is surely sent from heaven, and if he says of himself that he is the 
Messiah, it surely must be so.” 

All those who followed sincerely the promptings of their heart, 
saw in the approaching Saviour the long-promised Messiah, the Son 
of David. For them he was the king, whose coming the prophet had 
told of; for had he not obtained victory over evervthing man had 
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been subjected to heretofore? Had He not shown Himself master 
over all creatures, over nature, and the evil spirit? A true King, the 
King of Zion, entered this day into Jerusalem. but He was not a 
king like the earthly potentates are; His triumphal entry was quite 
different from what the entry of one of the princes of this earth 
would have been. The prophet says: “ Thy King cometh to thee 
meek.” We know the triumphal processions of the days of old; 
the victorious warriors, or the leaders of the people appeared in 
gorgeous, gold-laden chariots, or upon fiery steeds; the spoils of 
victory were borne before them, and they were followed by the van- 
quished foe, laden with chains and bent with sorrow ; great treasures, 
the fruit of victory, were exposed to the gaze of the multitude, and 
the Kings themselves (the ideals of an enthusiastic and pleasure-lov- 
ing populace ) were received with frantic shouting and applause. How 
did the King of Zion appear? Where are the conquered treasures, 
the vanquished foe, the chained captives? Where is the gorgeous 
chariot, the prancing steed? All this is wanting: the King, who 
celebrated His triumphal entry this day, was seated upon an ass, 
which His devoted followers had covered, not with gold-embroidered 
blankets, but with their outer garments. In this triumphai entry, 
pride, ambition, and avarice are not represented, but humility, meek- 
ness, mortification, and self-denial: in one word, unselfishness. The 
King, who enters Zion, has resigned everything temporal. He was 
born in poverty, and remained in poverty all His life. He has earned 
nothing but the love of those whom He has assisted, and of the noble 
minds who were able to understand Him. He has no friends in the 
houses of the rich, but all the more in the dwellings of the poor; no 
adherents among the pleasure-seekers, but thousands among the poor 
and castaways of this world. And these form His following on this 
day. Not upon command, not from idle curiosity, but from love and 
veneration they stream forth from all sides. As soon as they gain 
sight of Him, the glorious, the Godlike, an indescribable cry of jubi- 
lation resounds in the air; they show their admiration in their own 
peculiar way; they break off branches of palms and olive-trees, and 
strew them upon His path; they spread their garments before Him, 
as a token of their reverence, and they call out joyfully: ““ Hosanna! 
Hail to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord!” And in this way the King of Zion takes possession of 
His kingdom. What, then, does the Gospel of to-day teach us? The 
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Saviour enters likewise here in glorious majesty, but at the same 
time poor and meekly, whenever He approaches us with His grace 
in the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. The Church recalls it, 
when she says before the consecration, “ Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord!” Let us give Him the same reception which 
His friends gave Him in Jerusalem. Let us present to Him all we 
have, and let us spread under His feet, not only our earthly posses- 
sions but also our worldly ideas and longings, so that the Lord may 
have a triumphal entry into our hearts. Amen. 











Rev. S., D. D. 


Lenten Sermons. 


Iii: Tue Necessity AND THE NATURE OF THE Hoty SACRIFICE OF 
THE Mass. 


“Tf any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever: and the bread which 
I will give, is my flesh for the life of the world.”—John vi. 52. 


Jesus Christ is, in His person, and in His life and conduct here 


upon earth, an historical character, separated from us by space and ie 
| time. His work of redemption, His life and death of sacrifice, is of a 
WW itself and in itself a complete fact. If we stopped at this idea we F 
Ht! | é 


ay should have no other association with the historical Redeemer who 
Wi died upon the cross, than we should have with any other historical 
character of antiquity, and the work of redemption itself would 
be simply an historical fact; the acquisition of the redemption 
would consequently be nothing else than a remembrance, just as 


we acquire historical facts by tradition. This is the Protestant sd 
standpoint, and that is the reason why the Protestant can not grasp " 
the thought that Christ continues to live in His person and in 
His works in the visible Church. They can not comprehend that 

Christ is really present in the Holy Eucharist, but they only acknowl- . 
edge Christ present therein figuratively, as a token, as a remem- . 
brance. How different is our Catholic view and conviction! We , 


believe in a real communion of man with Christ; we know that 
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we who are living are united with the living Christ; we know and 
believe that the living Christ is present in our midst. We are 
consequently not satisfied with merely an historical Christ, nor 
with an historically consummated redemption, but we require that 
the past should become the present; that the sacrifice of Golgotha 
should be a continuous and ever present sacrifice whose fruits we 
can acquire at all times. 

We know from our Holy Faith of Christ’s presence in the most 
Holy Sacrament of the altar. Our expectations of a continual ever- 
present sacrifice is accomplished by the Holy Eucharist, the most 
Holy Sacrament of the altar, as a sacrifice. We will consider to-day 
briefly : 

].—How necessary this Eucharistic sacrifice is. 

I].—Why it is a real sacrifice worthy of God. 


From what has been already said we know that the sacrifice accom- 
plished by Jesus Christ is not sufficient for us; that we must have a 
sacrifice continually present with us, in which we can take part. Ii 
we could have seen the sacrifice of the life of Jesus, and lived through 
it, and if we could have united our good works with His, and have 
begged Him to let us take part in His works of sacrifice; if we 
could really have seen His blood flowing, and have been able to 
beseech Him upon our knees that He might offer one drop thereof 
to the heavenly Father as a propitiation for our sins and guilt, then 
we should have certainly been happy and contented. Instead of this, 
it is nearly two thousand years since Christ Himself offered up this 
ali-sufficing sacrifice. Christ has returned to God the Father in heaven, 
and sits at His right hand. Our participation in the sacrifice of Jesus 
is wanting. The fruits of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ are the merits 
of Christ, the grace which justifies and sanctifies us. We must take 
part in this grace of justification ; the work of the redemption accom- 
plished by Jesus Christ must be executed in every single person just 
as much as it was accomplished at that time. This takes place in 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, which, as we shall see, renews per- 
petually by a living and constant activity, the sacrifice of the cross 
in its entirety, divested only of its limits of time and space, in the 
Church founded by Christ. In the Eucharistic Sacrifice of the Holy 
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Mass, Christ has left Himself and His entire work, all the fruits and 
merits of His actions, as a sacred legacy to His Church, and through 
her to all mankind for their perpetual use. 

In many parts of the Old Testament the treasure of grace which 
Christ has merited for us by His work of sacrifice, is represented 
to us by the symbol of flowing waters. These waters of salvation 
are, by virtue of the sacrifice of Christ, coming to mankind as from 
a well dug at the foot of the cross on Calvary. By the institution of 
the Sacrifice of the Mass, the Lord has formed these waters into a 
running, living stream, the well has become a stream of living waters, 
flowing abundantly in all directions. Each celebration of the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, every offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, is a fresh bubbling-up, an outpouring of the source of salvation, 
whereby the water of salvation is brought near to us, and placed 
within our reach. But even this does not quench our thirst. We 
must approach this well of life, and drink of the same in reality. 
The Sacraments are the channels through which this saving drink 
is brought to us. The Holy Eucharist is the principal channel, for 
it supplies us with this water of salvation in abundance, without the 
source ever becoming exhausted. 

We see, dearly beloved, that the historical fact of Christ’s life and 
death of atonement is not sufficient for us. Christ must live on in His 
person as well as in His sacrifice. He must be present with us, as 
long as we stand in need of sanctification and reconciliation with 
God. It is in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass that this need is realized. 


II. 


Now we ask the question: Is the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass a real, 
true sacrifice? We shall find that the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is 
really a true sacrifice, if we consider the institution of the same, and 
compare the attributes of a sacrifice with it. 

In that solemn evening hour when Christ ate the Paschal lamb with 
His disciples, before He went to His death, He founded the Church of 
salvation, He erected the altar upon which the true sacrifice of 
atonement of the New Law was then offered, and should be offered 
up daily for us to the heavenly Father. This is the reason He 
desired so ardently for this hour, as He Himself declares: “ With 
desire I have desired to eat this pasch with you before I suffer.” 
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(Luke xxii. 15.) “And taking bread, He gave thanks, and brake, 
and gave them, saying: This is my body which is given for you. Do 
this for a commemoration of me. In like manner the chalice also, 
after he had supped, saying: This is the chalice, the new testament 
in my blood, which shall be shed for you.” (Matt. xxvi; Luke xxii.) 
‘Do this in commemoration of me.” 

This is the institution of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in a few 
brief words, and at the same time the first offering up of the same, 
as well as the manifestation of the will of Jesus that it should from 
now on be continually repeated in His Church. Let us observe well: 
““The body which shall be given—the blood which shall be shed.” 
This can have no other meaning or significance than: This is my body 
which will be given for the atonement of the sins of men, and this is 
my blood which flows for the forgiveness of the sins of men. His 
body is, therefore, a true body of sacrifice, His blood is really a blood 
of sacrifice. Very important for the understanding of the Holy 
Eucharist as a sacrifice, is this expression of our Lord’s: “ This is 
the chalice, the new testament in my blood.” The new law is just as 
distinguishable by the blood which flows, as the old law, and the new 
law is just as fulfilled in blood as the old law, only not by the blood 
of goats and oxen, but by the blood of the Lord. That blood is, 
therefore, here as well as there, a blood of sacrifice ; here as there we 
have a sacrifice of the law. 

This sacrifice, which Christ offered up for the first time, shall con- 
tinue for ever: “ Do this for a commemoration of me.” As Christ 
offered sacrifice, so were the Apostles obliged and authorized to offer 
the sacrifice of the body and blood of Christ. With the sacrifice 
Christ, therefore, erected the temple of sacrifice, the Holy Church, on 
that memorable evening before He went to suffer, and He placed 
therein the priesthood, because where there is sacrifice, there must 
also be priests. For this reason the Council of Trent affirms : “ Who- 
soever supposes that by these words: do this for a commemoration of 
me, Christ did not institute or ordain the Apostles as priests, that they 
themselves, and the other priests should offer up His body and His 
blood, he be excommunicated.” Christ, therefore, at the Last Sup- 
per, instituted and offered up the sacrifice of the new law. What 
He gave there was the food of sacrifice, and what He ordained was 
the command that this sacrifice should be celebrated perpetually. 

Let us consider now, how this sacrifice has all the qualities of a 
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true sacrifice. The oblation must be the property of the sacrificer. 
Christ gives Himself as the oblation, His own flesh, His own blood. 
Who can contest His right of possession! 

The oblation must be something exterior, something visible. Christ 
explains what He is giving: “ This,” says He, “that I hold in my 
hands, which appears to you to be bread, is my flesh; this, that is 
in the chalice, which appears to you like wine, is my blood.” Under 
the visible forms of bread and wine, Christ offers up His flesh and 
blood as a sacrifice. 

The sacrifice must be offered to God. Before the Lord offered the 
oblation, “ He raised His eyes to heaven and gave thanks ”; that is 
to say, He prayed and blest the bread. There is no doubt that in what 
He does that He is in the most intimate communication with His 
Father in heaven; what He now does is being done for the glory of 
His Father in heaven, who sent Him; His flesh and His blood which 
He gives for the reconciliation of man with God; this He can only 
offer up to the One who is to be propitiated: the offended and 
angered God in heaven. 

The oblation must be offered up by a mediator; there must be a 
sacrificing priest. First of all, Christ is Himself the sacrificing 
priest, because He offers up Himself, His flesh and His blood, and 
for all time to come He appoints and ordains His Apostles, and those 
who succeed them in their priestly office, as sacrificing priests, who 
alone shall have the ability and power to be able to offer up this 
exalted sacrifice of the new law to the heavenly Father. The oblation 
must be transformed, it must be destroyed. When the Saviour took 
bread and wine into His hands, the Apostles only saw bread and wine. 
No sooner had He spoken that word of command, “ This is my flesh, 
this is my blood,” than the bread was changed into His flesh, and 
the wine was changed into His blood. That which took place at the 
sacrifice, the separation by force of the blood from the body of the 
animal sacrificed, we see here represented by the separation of the 
form of the bread and wine. As in the old law the knife of the priest, 
in the sacrifice of the cross, the nails and the spear were the instru- 
ments for the destruction of the sacrifice, so here the instruments of 
transubstantiation are the words: This is my body, this is my blood. 
Finally, the sacrifice must be offered up with the intention of acknowl- 
edging God as the mighty Lord of all things. We have already 
said that the Saviour could have had no other intention at the Last 
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Supper than that of offering Himself as a sacrifice of propiation, so 
that the majesty of God which had been offended and grieved by 
man, might be reconciled again, and the right relations between God 
and man re-established. We have, then, in the law of perfection, a 
true and everlasting sacrifice, and this oblation is worthy of God, as 
clearly appears from the words, “ Shed for the remission of sins.” 
Worthy of God is the oblation: the true body and the true blood of 
Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ Himself. As the Aposile says, “ Christ, 
our Pasch, is sacrificed.”” (1. Cor. v. 7.) 

Has there ever been a holier, a purer, or more worthy sacrifice to 
God? 

Worthy of God is the sacrificing priest of this oblation, even Jesus 
Christ Himself, who is, as the Apostle says, “holy, innocent, unde- 
filed, separated from sinners, and made higher than the heavens ; who 
needeth not daily (as the other priests) to offer up sacrifices first for 
his own sins, and then for the people’s.” (Heb. vii. 26.) Those 
whom the Lord ordains to be in the future the priests of this sacrifice, 
are only His appointed custodians, His servants, and His represen- 
tatives. 

Worthy of God is the manner of offering this sacrifice, a wonder to 
men, and a spectacle and wonder to the angels! 

O unhappy people who were imprisoned in the darkness of unbelief 
and paganism, what would have become of you without this one and 
only sacrifice worthy of God? How could you have made satisfaction 
for your sins? O fellow men, so greatly to be pitied, who have lost 
this sacrifice worthy of God, where will you find a substitute to pro- 
pitiate an offended God, to wipe away your tears, and to receive 
your sighs? 

O how happy are we faithful, believing Catholic Christians to pos- 
sess upon our altars the only sacrifice worthy of God which we can 
every day offer up anew to the offended God as a sacrifice of propi- 
tiation, a worthy sacrifice of worship to the Almighty, and as a sacri- 
fice of supplication in all our necessities and calamities ? 

Let us rejoice at this prerogative, and happiness, and let us not 
cease to venerate it with gratitude! Amen. 
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IV. Tue Hoty Sacrifice OF THE Mass, THE Most GLorious 
SACRIFICE. 


“ Benediction, and glory, and wisdom, and thankgiving, honor, and power, 
and strength to God, for ever and ever.”—Apoc. vii. 12. 


The relation in which we stand to God, is a relation of the most 
complete dependence. We have nothing, and can not expect any- 
thing but from God. As the Apostle says: “ What hast thou, O man, 
that thou hast not received? ”’ What we have and what we are is a 
gift and work of God. As, therefore, God gave us everything, it is 
He, also, who preserves us. If for one moment He would withdraw 
His gentle, Almighty hand, we should fall back into nothingness, 
from whence we came. For this reason, it is right and proper that 
we should acknowledge and serve God as our highest Lord. In the 
same manner it is our duty to give Him thanks for the graces re- 
ceived. Now, because we are constantly in need of fresh graces and 
benefits, it is self-evident that we must implore the assistance of God 
in our necessities. We must pray to Him for new graces. While, 
moreover, we continually neglect our duties toward God, and offend 
and exasperate Him by our faults, it is necessary that we should 
become reconciled to Him again. 

The right worship of God has, therefore, the fulfilment of this four- 
fold indebtedness for its purport, and its object. We must worship 
God as our supreme Lord. We must thank Him for His benefits; 
we must be reconciled with Him when we have offended Him; we 
must pray to Him for help in our necessities. The center of all 
worship of God is sacrifice, as God Himself prescribed for the chosen 
people of Israel, and, therefore, there were sacrifices of adoration, 
of propitiation, of thanksgiving, and of supplication. We stand ex- 
actly in the same relation of dependence to God, as the chosen people 
of Israel did, and we have exactly the same obligations toward Him. 
If, then, God abolished the prescribed sacrifice of the old law, we 
must have, in the sacrifice of the new law, just as perfect a sacrifice 
of adoration, a perfect sacrifice of thanksgiving, a perfect sacrifice of 
propitiation, a perfect sacrifice of supplication. We shall understand 
this more clearly if we consider the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass as the 
most glorious sacrifice offered to God, as the most efficient sacrifice 
for mankind. To-day we will consider the Holy Sacrifice as the most 
glorious sacrifice offered to God, and we will contemplate: 
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I.—How, through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the adoration 
due to God is rendered. 
II.—How the thanksgiving due to God is performed by the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. 


We have often heard that we men must adore God as our supreme 
Lord; that we must praise and extol Him. As every other creature 
is upon earth to increase the honor and glory of God, so much the 
more must man give honor to God in the most perfect manner. The 
higher the dignity of the one whom we must honor, so much the more 
noble and precious must the gift be with which we avow our respect. 
I can honor a child by presenting it with a picture book or a play- 
thing; the gift with which I wish to honor its parents or guardians 
must be more valuable. If I desire to do honor to a prominent man, 
the gift must be still more valuable. A prince must be honored with 
a princely gift ; a king with a royal gift. What gift and reverence is 
due to God, who is exalted above all kings and princes? A divine 
gift, a divine honor, a gift and veneration infinitely great, infinitely 
pure, infinitely precious. We must offer to God a gift and reverence 
which will give Him infinite satisfaction. But, my dear brethren, 
whence shall we attain this? If all the angels and the just were for 
thousands of years to praise and to extol God unceasingly with the 
most glorious songs of praise, if all men offered up their lives to adore 
and reverence God, this would still be far from being the adoration 
and reverence befitting God, and worthy of Him, for angels and men 
are only God’s creatures, and as nothing in comparison with the infi- 
nite majesty of God. Besides, we men are poor sinners, who have 
offended God, and we must expect God’s countenance to be turned 
away from us, and His arm uplifted in wrath against us, if we should 
dare to approach Him to adore Him. How, then, can we worship 
and praise God; with what can we honor Him? Indeed, we are still 
less able to do this, than the poor steward in the Gospel was to pay 
his lord the ten thousand talents. (Matt. xviii. 24.) But, dear 
brethren, as poor as we are, we have become rich through the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. In Holy Mass, Jesus Christ has given us Him- 
self, as the most exalted and the most perfect oblation, with all His 
merits. Therewith we can offer to God a reverence befitting Him. 
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In the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, we offer up to the heavenly Father 
“ His only-begotten Son, in whom He is well pleased.” (Matt. iii. 17.) 
All the honor which Jesus Christ once rendered to His heavenly 
Father by His obedience, by His most pure life, by His fervent 
prayers, by His fasting, by His suffering and death upon the cross, 
He renders to Him anew, as often as the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
is celebrated. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is, however, our own 
sacrifice. Jesus Christ became our brother through His incarnation ; 
He belongs to our family. The praise and the veneration which He 
offers to His heavenly Father through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
is our praise, His obedience is our obedience, His sacrifice of adora- 
tion is ours. O how happy we ought to be to have such a sacrifice 
with which to praise and extol God worthily, and to adore Him; a 
sacrifice with which, indeed, God is well pleased. Now we can ap- 
proach God with confidence, and say to Him: Behold, O God, we are 
poor sinful men, we can not praise, extol, and adore Thee, as we 
ought to, and in a manner worthy of Thee; but we have Thy only- 
begotten Son; Thou lovest Him; we offer Him up to Thee: all His 
love, all His obedience, His prayers, His sufferings, His death. He 
has given us all these, and we offer them all up to Thee as a sacrifice ; 
accept them as if they were our own. 

This is what you can say, dear Christian, at every Mass which you 
hear devoutly. At every sacrifice of the Mass you can unite your 
prayers with the prayers of Jesus, your sufferings with the sufferings 
of Jesus, your work with the work of Jesus, and you can thus daily 
offer up to Almighty God in the worthiest and most perfect way, your 
adoration, your praise, and your obedience, and Almighty God will 
every time be well pleased with your veneration for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, His well-beloved Son, with whose sacrifice you unite your 
own, and who gives Himself as a sacrifice for you. 


II. 


Gratitude is one of the most natural obligations. He who receives 
benefits must acknowledge the same, and strive as far as possible to 
return them, and make them good through love and high esteem for 
the benefactor. Who can enumerate the benefits which we have 
received from God? Where should we begin, and where leave off 
if we had to name all the gifts which God has given us for body 
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and soul? Life, health, bodily strength, ability for our vocation, and 
all things, from the smallest to the greatest, which are necessary to 
preserve these gifts, are so many gifts and benefits from God. The 
endless number of spiritual graces and benefits, beginning with holy 
baptism, whereby we become children of God, and heirs of heaven, 
until the last helps of grace on our deathbed, are just so many pre- 
sents from God, of which each separate one is infinitely more pre- 
cious than all the possessions and wealth of this world. Verily, my 
dear brethren, we could sooner count the stars of heaven, and the 
drops of the ocean, than the benefits which God has conferred upon 
man. Without doubt, it is our duty to be grateful, to give befitting 
thanks; for not only does the duty of gratitude lie deeply grounded 
in our natural sentiments, but Holy Writ, both in the old and new 
Testaments, gives us numberless examples and exhorts us by the 
most touching admonitions to the fulfilment of this obligation. Al- 
ready the first son of the first parents offered a sacrifice of thanks- 
giving to God (Gen. iv. 3); the Patriarch Jacob made an altar to 
God, and offered up a sacrifice of thanksgiving (Gen. xxxv. 3) ; Noe 
built an altar and offered a sacrifice of thanksgiving to God for their 
preservation from the flood (Gen. viii. 20). There are numberless 
instances in Holy Scripture where thanks are returned to God for 
benefits received. ‘ Offer to God the sacrifice of praise, and pay thy 
vows to the most High.” (Ps. lix. 14.5 “ The sacrifice of praise 
shall glorify me; and there is the way by which I will show him the 
salvation of God.” (Ps. xlix. 23.) “ Give glory to the Lord, for he 
is good.” (Ps. evi. 1; cxvii. 1; cxxxv. 1.) “ Giving thanks always 
for all things,” exhorts the Apostle. (Ep. v. 20.) “In all things, 
give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you all.” (I Thess. v. 18.) But how can we give proper thanks; 
with what shall we prove our gratitude? We are confused, and 
must cry out with the Psalmist: “ What shall I render to the Lord, 
for all the things that he hath rendered to me?” (Ps. cxv. 12.) 
When the young Tobias returned safely to his father’s house, after 
having completed the difficult journey under the guidance of the 
stranger, he told his father of the numerous and great favors which 
the youth had rendered him. Then Tobias called his son, and said to 
him: “ What can we give this holy man?” Tobias, the son, an- 
swered, and said to his father: “ Father, what wages shall you give 
him? or what can be worthy of his benefits?” (Tob. xii. 1-3.) We 
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are just as much embarrassed how to return thanks, when we reflect 
upon all the benefits which we have received from God Almighty, 
and we ask ourselves : “ What can we give Him as a deserving recom- 
pense for His benefits?’ What we have is very little, and what we 
have already belongs to Him. Here Jesus Christ comes to our assist- 
ance, as in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass He becomes our most per- 
fect sacrifice of thanksgiving. When He instituted it the evening 
before His passion, He raised His eyes to heaven, and gave thanks. 
(Matt. xxvi. 27.) He instituted, therefore, this sacrifice as a sacrifice 
of thanksgiving ; and as He gave thanks then, so does He give thanks 
through this sacrifice, and at every celebration of the Mass. We 
have, therefore, in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, something which 
is of as much value as all the benefits of God to soul and body. We 
can say to the heavenly Father at every Mass at which we assist with 
devotion: “ We have indeed nothing, O my God, that we can give 
Thee for all the good which Thou hast given us: We have nothing, 
and what we call our own belongs to Thee already; but behold here 
upon the altar Thy beloved Son. He thanks Thee for us. He offers 
Thee a sacrifice of thanksgiving for us. All His merits, all His 
thanksgivings which He offered Thee during His entire life upon 
earth, and which He now offers Thee, we offer them all up to Thee. 
Accept them as our thanksgiving. With this exalted thanks we 
unite our insignificant thanks for all the good which Thou hast 
given us.” 

O how happy, as I said before, how happy are we Catholic Chris- 
tians in possessing in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the most sub- 
lime sacrifice of adoration, and an all-sufficient sacrifice of thanks- 
giving, a sacrifice that in every respect is the most glorious sacrifice to 
God, and places us in the position of being able to offer to God what 
is befitting Him, what is worthy of Him! 

Let us rejoice, dear brethren, at this, our treasure, and let us make 
the best possible use of it. We know that the angels in heaven sing 
unceasingly to God Almighty, “ Holy, Holy, Holy,” and they praise, 
extol, and adore Him through all eternity. We can praise and adore 
Almighty God in a much worthier manner. The angels and saints 
are only creatures of God, but in the sacrifice of the Mass it is the 
Son of God Himself who adores with us, and for us. Daily and 
hourly we enjoy new benefits from God. Should we not, therefore, 
thank Almighty God for them, daily and hourly? O let us make a 
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constant use of the infinitely rich treasure of the inexhaustible capital 
of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass to the honor and glory of God! 
The slothful servant in the Gospel was severely punished for having 
hidden his talent in the earth, which the Lord had given him, and of 
letting it lie idle. (Matt. xxv. 24-28.) What punishment shall we 
receive if, through slothfulness, we let this infinitely precious treasure 
of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass remain unused? O no, dear 
brethren, as often as possible we will bear the angels company who 
surround the altar during Holy Mass. We will prostrate ourselves 
with them before the exalted throne, and adore the Son of God pre- 
sent, and with them will sing this song of praise: “ Benediction, and 
glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, honor and power and strength 
to God, for ever and ever.” Amen. 


V. Tue-Hory Sacrifice oF THE Mass, THE Most EFFICIENT 
SACRIFICE FOR MANKIND. 


“ For this is my blood of the new testament, which shall be shed for many 
unto remission of sins.”—Matt. xxvi. 28. 


In the preceding instruction we learned that the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass is the most glorious oblation offered to God, and we found 
that we were happy in possessing in the Holy Mass a sacrifice through 
which we could offer daily to Almighty God the most sublime sacrifice 
of adoration, and an all-sufficient sacrifice of thanksgiving. Let us 
consider the same to-day as the most efficient sacrifice for mankind, 
and let us meditate for our edification: 

I.—How through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass the justice of 
God is propitiated. 

II.—How through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass our supplica- 
tions are granted. 


We have repeatedly mentioned in the course of these considerations 
that we carry within us the conviction, which we can not deny, that 
we are sinners. We come into the world sin-laden, as the Psalmist 
openly confesses: “ For behold, I was conceived in iniquities ; and in 
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sins did my mother conceive me.” (Ps. 1. 7.) For this reason it 
is that we all, without exception, have sinned, and frequently offend 
God by sin, which is proven by Holy Writ, should any one be bold 
enough not to admit it. “ For all have sinned,” says the Apostle 
Paul, “and do need the glory of God.” (Rom. iii. 23.) “If we 
say that we have no sin,” the Apostle John teaches, “ we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us.” (I Johni.8.) “ For there is no 
just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not,” it says in the 
book of Ecclesiastes. (Ecc. vii. 21.) “ Who can say,” says the 
wise man, “ my heart is clean, I am pure from sin?” (Prov. xx. 9.) 
If, then, we are sinners, we must take care to become reconciled with 
the wrathful God; we must make satisfaction to the justice of God, 
or we shall be lost. “ Unless you do penance, you shall all likewise 
perish.” (Luke xiii. 3.) But wherewith shall we propitiate God 
in His wrath; wherewith shall we make satisfaction to His justice? 
Sin is an infinitely great evil. It is a disobedience against God, and 
draws down upon itself the anger and hatred of God. “ For their 
God hateth iniquity ” (Judith v. 21) : “ The sinner hath provoked the 
Lord” (Ps. ix. 4); “ A perverse heart is abominable to the Lord ” 
(Prov. xi. 20); “ For the Highest also hateth sinners” (Eccl. xii. 
7). These are so many expressions of Holy Scripture which make 
known the awful guilt of sin, and its abomination in the sight of 
God. Sin is, at the same time, the basest ingratitude toward God. 
An offense, an insult, is the more serious according to the exalted 
position of the one offended. God is the infinitely perfect being, 
He is the highest good, our greatest benefactor, and most loving 
Father. We have offended Him and grieved Him, we have despised 
and provoked Him by our sins. Without doubt, then, our guilt is 
infinitely great. Wherewith can we efface it? Wherewith appease 
the anger of God. All that we have and can offer to God as a pro- 
pitiation, is only transient, and of little value. Our guilt is infinite; 
what we can do in expiation is only insignificant. 

God Himself, then, must give us the means of expiation, if we 
are to be saved. This means is the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in 
which Jesus Christ offers Himself to the heavenly Father, as the most 
perfect sacrifice of expiation. Alphonsus, a certain prominent man, 
was with others on board a ship when a terrific storm arose, and they 
all feared that the ship would surely go down. Then Alphonsus took 
an innocent child, lifted it up on high, and besought God: “O my 








LENTEN SERMONS. 361 
God, we indeed are all sinners, and have deserved Thy wrath, and to 
die. But look upon this child. It is innocent, and Thou lovest it. 
For the sake of this child, be merciful unto us, and save us.” The 
storm ceased immediately, and all were saved. Dear brethren, in 
the Holy Mass Jesus Christ Himself is lifted up by the hands of His 
priest, His flesh and blood cries out to His heavenly Father: “ Heav- 
enly Father! man has indeed grievously offended Thee, and has de- 
served Thy wrath and Thy chastisement, but for My sake, spare him 
and forgive him. Man has indeed been disobedient, but look upon My 
obedience unto death, and be appeased. They have merited chastise- 
ment, but look on My sufferings, the scourging, the crowning with 
thorns, My cross, My agonizing death, and for the sake of these, My 
sufferings, remit to them the punishment.” Could the heavenly Father, 
at this supplication of His Son, at the sight of His passion, which He 
endured for us, at the sight of the blood which He shed for us, punish 
us still, and be angry with us? O no, His anger is appeased, His 
right hand, which was uplifted to punish us, is lowered. He is pro- 
pitiated, and forgives us our sins, and remits the guilt of our sins for 
the sake of the blood of His Son, which is offered up in the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. Therefore, the Apostle Paul says: “ For if the 
blood of goats and of oxen, and the ashes of an heifer being sprinkled, 
sanctify such as are defiled, to the cleansing of the flesh, how much 
more shall the blood of Christ, who, by the Holy Ghost, offered Him- 
self unspotted to God, cleanse our conscience from dead works, to 
serve the living God?” (Heb. ix. 13.) That this cleansing, sin- 
effacing blood of Christ is present upon the Altar at every Holy Mass, 
and is offered up for our sins, we know from the words of our Lord at 
its institution : “ This is my blood of the New Testament, which shall 
be shed for many for the remission of sins.” (Matt. xxvi. 28.) 
Our Saviour fulfils here the prayer of the high priest which He made 
before His passion: “ And for them I do sanctify myself, that they 
also may be sanctified in truth.” (John xvii. 19.) Surely the 
heavenly Father can not remain unmoved at this touching supplica- 
tion of His Son’s. He can no longer hurl the lightning of His wrath 
against those who are marked with the blood of His only-begotten 
Son! When the Lord led His well-beloved people out of the servi- 
tude of the Egyptians, He slew, the night before, every first-born 
son of the Egyptians, and commanded the Israelites to kill a lamb 
and to eat it, and ordered that they should smear the posts and the 
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threshold of the doors with its blood. “‘ And the blood shall be unto 
you for a sign in the houses where you shall be: and I shall see the 
blood, and shall pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you 
to destroy you, when I shall strike the land of Egypt.” (II. Mos. 
xii. 13.) The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the true Paschal lamb, 
slaughtered for our deliverance from the thraldom of Satan. If our 
souls are marked with the blood of this lamb of God, then the destruc- 
tive plague of eternal chastisement for sin will not overtake us. Dear 
brethren, “there is at Jerusalem a pond called Probatica, which 
in Hebrew is named Bethsaida, having five porches. In these lay 
a great multitude of sick, of blind, of lame, of withered, waiting for 
the moving of the water. And an angel of the Lord descended at 
certain times into the pond, and the water was moved. And he that 
went down first into the pond, after the motion of the water, was 
made whole of whatsoever infirmity he lay under.” (John v. 2-4.) 
Behold, here in the Holy Mass is that supernatural well of salvation 
in the blood of the Lamb of God. Anyone can plunge himself into 
this salutary pool at all times of the day, and in every place this 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is offered up, and a single drop of the 
well of salvation, the precious blood of Jesus, is sufficient to cleanse 
and to cure all the sicknesses and imperfections of our soul. O 
miraculous sacrifice of the new law, O expiatory blood of the Lamb of 
God, which takes away our sins, how can we adequately praise Thee, 
how can we celebrate Thee worthily enough, or can we assist at the 
same with sufficient joy and humility? O let us never assist at Holy 
Mass without acknowledging our guilt; without the most profound 
humility ; without the most sincere repentance for our sins, for which 
it is offered up as a sacrifice of expiation. Let us imagine to our- 
selves at every Holy Mass which we assist at, that we are standing 
under the cross of the dying Saviour, and let us strike our breast with 
those who stand there. (Luke xxiii. 48.) Let us, at every Mass 
which we hear, behave as the publican in the Temple at Jerusalem 
did, and strike our breast, saying: “O God, be merciful to me a 
sinner.” (Luke xviii. 13.) 


II. 


We have, in the course of these considerations, been reminded that 
we are dependent upon the goodness and mercy of God, every day, 
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every hour, and every moment. It is not sufficient that God has given 
us life, health, strength of mind and of body ; He must preserve them. 
Every day—hourly, we have fresh wants. We could not live; we 
should sink into nothing, if God in His goodness did not assist us 
every moment. Now, God is not obliged to dispense to us His gifts, 
to help us in our need. It is pure love and pity on His part when He 
gives us anything. It is our duty and obligation, therefore, to 
beseech God for His assistance and His gifts, through which we 
acknowledge and venerate Him as the giver of all good. We can, 
indeed, call upon God, and ask Him for His gifts, in every place, and 
at all times ; and He vouchsafes to hear our prayer as He has prom- 
ised us by His Psalmist: “ And call upon me in the day of trouble; 
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.” (Ps. xlix.15.) But 
what are our petitions to the Infinite One, the petitions of poor sin- 
ners to a provoked and offended God? Ought we not be afraid 
that in most cases our petitions do not penetrate to the throne 
of the Almighty, that our prayers will remain unnoticed. Here again, 
Jesus Christ comes to the assistance of our poverty and weakness. 
In the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, He presents Himself to us with 
all His merits, and gives to His heavenly Father a sacrifice of sup- 
plication, infinitely holy and exalted. He Himself, the well-beloved 
Son, petitions His heavenly Father for us. He prays with the same 
obedience and with the same abasement and humiliation as He 
prayed once in the Garden of Gethsemani. He prays for us with the 
same intense fervor with which He supplicated the Father, when He 
was dying upon the cross. He prays with the voice of His five sacred 
wounds, which He has preserved for our consolation. He prays with 
the voice of His precious blood which He shed for us. He prays with 
the voice of His infinite merits, which He acquired by the work of 
His redemption. Do you think, dear brethren, that the heavenly 
Father will be deaf and inattentive to the supplicating voice of His 
well-beloved Son? No, indeed; the voice of the precious blood of 
Jesus, the voice of His five sacred wounds, the voice of His infinite 
merits, pierces the Father’s heart, and inclines it to listen to the 
prayers, to regard the petitions which are represented to Him by 
such a voice. At every Holy Mass at which we assist devoutly, Jesus 
Christ speaks to His heavenly Father: “ Behold, Father, these people 
ask for Thy grace. Although they are not worthy to be heard, I beg 
of Thee grant them that which they ask for, for My sake, on account 
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of My passion, My obedience, My wounds, and My blood.” At every 
Holy Mass at which you assist devoutly, dear Christian, you can 
speak thus to the heavenly Father: “Behold here,O God, Thy beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ. He is mine, He is my brother. I present Him 
to Thee. I offer Him up to Thee as an acceptable sacrifice, with all 
His infinite merits. Hear my prayer, and grant me Thy grace.” 
Surely, dear brethren, we now understand the truth, the meaning, 
and the consoling purport of those words of our Saviour’s: “ Amen, 
amen, I say to you. If you ask the Father anything in My name, he 
will give it you.” (John xvi. 23.) No, we need have no fear now, 
that our prayers will remain unheard, if we come with such a gift, 
such an infinitely valuable and pleasing present; if we offer to the 
eternal Father His well-beloved Son, the most dear to Him, as a 
present, and pray to Him thus. No, He can not refuse us. If the 
only-begotten Son Himself prays for us to His Father, He who has 
promised that all things will be accorded to us that we ask for in His 
name, then we are sure and certain that all our prayers will be heard. 

O come, therefore, come all, come daily to this living well of salva- 
tion, and let each one draw therefrom according to his wants. In 
every Church this well is to be found; it is open to us every day, it 
contains always living waters in abundance. Come, then, and draw 
therefrom! If you are sick, or have a sick one at home, this is the 
sacred pool of Bethsaida. Are you fearful on account of your sins, 
here is the pool of Silo, in which souls are washed and cleansed from 
their leprosy. If you are poor, and are in want of many things, here 
is the source of wealth and every good; here is sacrificed that One 
who has said: “‘ Ask, and it shall be given you.” (Matt. vii. 7.) If 
you are afraid of death, here is the source of life, and “ whosoever 
drinketh of this water, shall live forever.” (John iv. 14.) Amen. 


VI.—THE PERPETUAL CELEBRATION OF THE HOLy SACRIFICE OF THE 
Mass. 


“For, from the rising of the sun even to the going down, my name is great 
among the gentiles, and in every place there is sacrifice, and there is offered 
to my name a clean oblation.”—(Malach. i. 11.) 


In the course of these instructions on the Holy Sacrifice of the 
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Mass, we repeatedly said that: “‘ Sacrifice was known to all people 
as a necessary element ; indeed, even regarded by them as the center of 
divine worship. There was no religion without sacrifice.” We 
have also again and again expressed our joy that we Christians of the 
new law possess the most sublime and perfect sacrifice in the Holy 
Mass. It is well known how the reformers of the sixteenth century 
maintained that the Christian Church, in the course of centuries, had 
become greatly degenerated, and that many strange innovations had 
crept in which were neither ordained by Christ, nor were they known 
in the time of the Apostles. Among these strange innovations they 
counted the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and they did away with it, 
by which they made themselves the only people upon earth, and the 
only religion, without a sacrifice in their divine service. 

So as to convince ourselves anew how real our joy is, and how 
great our happiness in possessing the sublime sacrifice of the Mass, 
we will to-day consider the history of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
and meditate: 

I.—How Christ first of all celebrated the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. 

II.—How the Apostles celebrated the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

III.—How the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was celebrated subse- 
quently. 

5. 


The clean oblation prophesied by the Prophet Malachias, which 
should be offered up all over the world from the rising of the sun 
until its setting, was offered up by Jesus Christ for the first time the 
evening before His passion, when He offered Himself up to the heav- 
enly Father as a sacrifice, under the substance_of bread and wine. 
What the Lord did on that occasion were the actions of sacrifice as 
they were performed by the Levites at their sacrifices; the laying on 
of hands, prayer, the breaking in pieces of the sacrificial offering, and 
its distribution among those present. The Lord took the bread and 
the chalice in His hands; He gave thanks to His heavenly Father 
with His eyes uplifted to heaven; He broke the bread; He divided 
what He had in His hands and in the chalice among His Apostles. 
The words used thereby by the Lord were words and expressions 
belonging to the sacrifice: “ This is my body which shall be delivered 
for you; this is My blood which shall be shed for you.” This can 
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only be understood as a true gift, as a true sacrifice. What the Lord 
ordained then, was the fulfilment of the prophecy of Malachias—the 
institution and authorizing of the everlasting priesthood. The alliance 
which Christ founded was to be a perpetual one; the blood of the 
alliance which was offered here should be offered up for ever more 
as the blood of expiation for sin. For this reason a perpetual priest- 
hood must be established. Therefore, Christ spoke in the authority 
which was His as the only-begotten Son of the Father, to His Apos- 
tles, and, therefore, of course, to all those who would lawfully succeed 
them in their office: ‘‘ Do this in commemoration of Me.” As Christ 
was the Saviour and Redeemer not only for His contemporaries, but 
for the men of all times, so then all the arrangements which He made 
for the salyation of mankind, were for all times, and for all men. 
Therefore, the first sacrifice offered and instituted by Him was for 
all time. The calling of the Apostles to the priesthood, and their 
authorization, was established, therefore, for all time, and for all 
men. For all time there had to be priests, who could offer up the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, instituted and offered up first of all by 
Christ. 
II. 


This is how the Apostles understood the words of the Lord; they 
acted accordingly, and they celebrated the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
as the Master did, as the history of the Apostles, and the letters of 
the Apostles testify. 

After the descent of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles, St. Peter 
preached publicly “ Christ Crucified,” and three thousand were con- 
verted, and were baptized. The Evangelist, speaking of this, says: 
“ They were persevering in the doctrine of the Apostles, and in the 
communication of the breaking of bread, and in prayers.” (Acts ii. 
42.) The communication of the breaking of bread, and prayer, is 
none other than that Holy communication which the Lord Himself 
celebrated with His Apostles the evening before His passion—the 
breaking of bread, and prayer. According to the precedent of the 
Master, the Apostles celebrated the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at 
the commencement in a room where all the faithful assembled. When, 
however, the numbers of the faithful increased, as we have just 
heard that it did by the thousands, they had to meet in a number of 
houses. The head of any of the houses where they assembled, was. 
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like the pastor of the community. After the bread of sacrifice was 
broken, and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was celebrated, they all 
partook of a meal, at which, as St. Chrysostom tells us, the poor 
were served before the rich, and the latter were not ashamed to sit 
down at the same table with them. 

The Apostle Paul speaks plainly of an altar of sacrifice: “ We have 
an altar, whereof they have no power to eat who serve the taber- 
nacle.” (Heb. xiii. 10.) If the Christians had an altar of sacrifice 
in the time of the Apostles, they must also have had a sacrifice. It 
can not mean the Jewish sacrifices, because at the death of Jesus they 
were abolished, and done away with because they had become pur- 
poseless. The sacrifice of the cross was not meant either, because 
none of it could be eaten. St. Paul can mean no other sacrifice than 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass which they celebrated in their assem- 
blies, from which the Jews and the pagans were shut out. 

The Apostle Paul had selected his disciple Timothy as his constant 
companion on his apostolic journeys. When he was consecrated by 
St. Paul as priest and Bishop of the community of Ephesus, he re- 
ceived from his former master two letters, containing the wisest and 
most glorious precepts for the management of his episcopal office. 
In one of the letters (I Tim. ii. 1) St. Paul gives directions on the 
holding of divine worship in public, and designates the parts thereof : 
supplications and intercessions, prayers and instructions, and finally 
thanksgivings. Let us compare these prayers with those used and 
prescribed in the celebration of Holy Mass, and we shall find that their 
essence is just the same, and -we shall see that the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass was celebrated then according to the directions of the Apos- 
tles, as itis now. At Antioch, in the time of the Apostle Paul, there 
was a flourishing community of Christians, in which there were sev- 
eral priests. The Acts of the Apostles relates of this community 
(Acts xiii. 2) : “ And as they were ministering to the Lord, and fast- 
ing, the Holy Ghost said to them: ‘ Separate me, Saul and Barna- 
bas, for the work whereunto I have taken them.’” The expression, 
“ministering to the Lord,” can only mean, according to the Greek 
text, as they were celebrating the mysteries of religion, as they were 
offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. We also learn from these 
communications, that the Apostles had already consecrated several 
priests, who offered up the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, although thev 
were not yet invested with the apostolical office—the episcopal office. 
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At Corinth, too, in the lifetime of the Apostles, a flourishing com- 
munity of Christians existed. Paul himself had labored there for 
six months. When he left there and went to Ephesus, all kinds of 
religious quarrels and jealousies occurred in the community at Cor- 
inth. This caused St. Paul to write his first letter to the Corinth- 
ians, in which he advises them in their quarrels, and exhorts them 
to unanimity. In particular, many erroneous ideas had spread con- 
cerning the participation in the sacrifices of the Jews and pagans. 
Paul instructed the Corinthians with impressive severity, that those 
who took part in pagan worship, sat at the table of Satan, and could 
have no part in the sacrifices offered up by Christians. ‘“ You can not 
drink the chalice of the Lord, and the chalice of the devils. You 
can not be partakers of the table of the Lord and of the table of 
devils.” (I Cor. x. 20, 21.) This shows us, without any doubt, that 
at the time of the Apostles there was celebrated the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass in all Christian communities ; that, indeed, it was the center 
of all religious functions, and that the faithful considered it their duty 
to be present at it. 


III. 


It is most instructive, edifying, and interesting to follow the 
celebration of Holy Mass through the post-apostolic times up to our 
present day. Going through the history of the centuries, we would 
gain the conviction that the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was cele- 
brated at all times, and in all places where the Christian religion 
was announced. We should learn that the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass was always considered the acme of Christian religion, the center 
of Christian worship. We should be edified at the Holy zeal with 
which the faithful took part in this Holy Sacrifice. We should be 
astonished at the eagerness with which the altars were erected, and 
the generosity by which they were endowed with the most precious 
jewels and richest ornaments. 

During the first centuries after the apostolic age, when the follow- 
ers of Christ were persecuted, and found themselves obliged to cele- 
brate the Holy mysteries in secret and hidden places, the mention of 
them in the writings of the Holy Fathers was more restrained ; but we 
find it confirmed, without any doubt, that the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass was offered daily, and that it was offered up for the living as 
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well as for the dead, as a sacrifice of praise, thanksgiving, propitia- 
tion, and supplication. 

The Church acquired, after the reign of Constantine the Great, 
more freedom, and gradually the celebration of Holy Mass became 
more public, and was surrounded more and more by outward splen- 
dor. How convinced the faithful were of the sublimity and immeas- 
ureable value of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, was proved by the 
great munificence with which kings and princes presented to the 
Church all kinds of precious gifts of gold, ivory, pearls, and precious 
stones, to be used for the erection and ornamentation of altars, upon 
which the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was to be celebrated. 

But why further examine the records of history? Let any man 
who has the inclination, time, and money for this purpose, travel 
through all parts of the earth; let him visit all the largest cities and 
the smallest country places. Wherever he goes and finds a Catholic 
church, he will find therein an altar, or altars, upon which the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass is celebrated. He will find that the prophecy 
of the prophet Malachias has been fulfilled literally. ‘“‘ For from the 
rising of the sun, even to the going down, my name is great among the 
Gentiles ; and in every place there is sacrifice, and there is offered to 
my name oblation.” What is it, then, that we have learned in these 
Lenten discourses about the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass? If we had 
gained by them nothing more than the conviction that by assisting 
devoutly at a single Mass we offer our Lord more honor and praise 
than we could do by anything else, I should be more than compen- 
sated for my labor. 

Yes, my dear friends, there is nothing, absolutely nothing, by which 
we can please God more, and give Him more praise and honor, than 
by our devout presence at the Sacrifice of Holy Mass, and, therefore, 
there is nothing by which we can make God inclined more to be mer- 
ciful toward us than by the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Let us, 
therefore, make the most frequent and the best use of this Holy Sacri- 
fice of the Mass. Do not let us neglect this sacred duty at any time 
when we have a chance to hear Mass, and when we have the happi- 
ness of being present at one, let us be most devout and thankful. 

But we may consider it as a fruit of our observation, an established 
fact, that if you will snatch from your labor, your business, or your 
housework, only a half an hour every morning, for the purpose of 
hearing Mass, the time will not be lost. If vou are in trouble and 
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anxiety, and oppressed by sorrow, go and hear Mass and God will 
console you. If you are afflicted by sickness, either yourself or in 
your family, and the doctor has tried his best to help you, in vain, 
go and hear Mass, and the Lord will hear your prayer, and put an 
end to that sickness. If you are surrounded by grave dangers and 
violent temptations to the salvation of your soul, and you feel the 
strong chains of passion hemming you in on all sides, go and hear 
Mass, and the Lord will give you strength to break the bondage of 
your passions, and He will save your soul. If you fear the wrath of 
God and His punishment on account of the multitude and gravity of 
your sins, go and hear Mass, and for the sake of His beloved Son, 
God will be merciful to you, and give you the grace of being con- 
verted. Amen. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. 


Sunday School Lessons for the Catechist. 


ELEMENTARY INTRUCTIONS FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 
GOD. 


XVIII. 


Att MANKIND, WHO ARE DESCENDED FROM ADAM AND EVE, HAVE 
INHERITED THEIR SIN AND THEIR PUNISHMENT; THIS 
INHERITANCE IS CALLED ORIGINAL SIN. 


(The teacher should provide himself with two apples, a cultivated and a 
wild one.) 


Dear children! You see here two apples. Which of these two 
apples is the best? Is it not this beautiful large apple? And so it is 
in reality. This little apple is only a poor crab-apple; it has a sour 
bitter taste, which makes it unpleasant to eat. Where do apples 
grow? How is it, then, that good apples do not grow on every apple 
tree? Now, pay attention, and I will explain this to you. 

I will cut these apples in half. What do you see in the middle of 
each one? Now, if you were to take these seeds and plant them in 
the earth, what would grow up out of these seeds in the spring? Yes, 
young ‘tees would sprout up, and when these would grow large they 
would bear apples. Now, children, which tree would bear the largest 
and handsomest fruit, that from the good seeds, or that which grew 
up out of the seeds of the crab-apple? You have not guessed this. 
We should indeed imagine that the tree from the seeds of the good 
apple would bear good apples; but this is not the case, for all trees, 
whether they grow from good or bad apple seeds, bring forth poor 
fruit, namely, crab-apples. 

Now, you will want to know how it is that there are so many trees, 
however, which bear good fruit. Children, the trees on which the 
good fruit grows, have been grafted. The gardener cuts a piece 
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out of the young tree, and then he ties a branch from a cultivated 
tree on to the stem that is cut. Now, this grows together with the 
stem, and then this tree bears good fruit. What kind of fruit do 
these trees bear that have not been grafted: What must be done 
that they may bear good fruit: 

My dear children, I must tell you to-day something very sad about 
the sin of our first parents. Are those trees that are not grafted, but 
grown from seeds, good or bad? It is the same with mankind, who 
descend from Adam and Eve. They are not good, but sinful, when 
they come into the world. From whom do weall descend: We, too, 
then, came into the world. God can not take delight in sinful men; 
and just as a wild tree can not bear good fruit, so it is that al! man- 
kind, because they are bad when they come into the world, can not 
accomplish anything good, anything pleasing to God; and if God did 
not help us we should remain always bad. Now, how do all men 
come into the world; good or bad? You will hear later about that 
one who was an exception. 

Children, how does it happen that we come into the world, not good, 
but bad? This I will explain to you now. When the parents die, 
who inherits everything that they leave behind’ If, then, the parents 
leave a fortune, what do the children inherit? And when the parents 
are poor, and in want, what do the children inherit? Now, this is 
what happens to all mankind who are descended from Adam and Eve: 
they inherit that which was left to them by their first parents. Now, 
we shall hear whether Adam and Eve, our first parents, left us some- 
thing good or something bad. 

How were our first parents, as long as they obeyed God? Yes, 
they were very good and just. Did they not always remain good 
and just? Would that they had always remained so good and so just, 
as God had created them, then we should have inherited this good- 
ness and this justice from our first parents. Who of you can tell 
me why we can not inherit this goodness and justice from our first 
parents’ Alas, they have lost it. And can we not inherit what they 
have lost?) What, then, did we also lose by the first sin? /T’e lost 
goodness and justice. 

Children, what did Adam and Eve do, that they were no longer 
good and just as God had created them? What did they become by 
their disobedience, by their sin? And if they became bad through sin, 
do we inherit that wickedness? Yes, indeed, children! and this wick- 
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edness we have all inherited from them, unfortunately. What, then, 
did we inherit from our first parents? We inherited wickedness. 
Everything wicked is sin, and because we have inherited the sin of 
our first parents, this sad inheritance is called Original sin. What 
did we lose by the disobedience of our first parents? What have we 
inherited? What do we call this sad inheritance? For this reason 
all men are wicked when they come into the world, because they have 
inherited the sin of their first parents. 

Because we have inherited the sin of our first parents, my dear 
children, unfortunately we must also bear the punishment of this 
sin, for sin must be punished, whether we committed it ourselves, 
or inherited it. Are not all men who contract debts obliged to pay 
them? And if men take debts with an inheritance, are they not 
obliged to pay them? And so it is with us as regards sin: with the sin 
we have also inherited the punishment. What other sad thing have 
we, then, inherited from our first parents? We have inherited the 
punishment too. 

Now, listen of what this punishment consists. Of what does man 
consist? He will be punished in soul and body. What powers has 
God implanted in the soul? What can we do with our reason? Be- 
fore our first parents sinned, their reason was perfect; they could 
recognize God easily, and that which was right. But by sin, this 
reason was darkened. Which power of the soul was darkened 
by the first sin? Reason was made weak. ‘Therefore, we could 
only inherit a weakened reason. You will be able to see for yourselves, 
dear children, that our reason is really weakened, and that we can 
no longer so easily understand God and that which is right. If you 
were not told about God, would you know anything about Him? 
Are you not obliged to take the trouble to learn something about 
God? We can tell that our reason is weak, and that without the 
assistance of others, we could not know about God; we can tell this 
by the savages who live in remote parts of the world. They have 
reason, too, but they know nothing about God, because they have no 
teacher to help their weak reason, and to instruct them. Before sin 
came, dear children, it was not like this. Our first parents had re- 
ceived from God a good understanding, but what happened to it 
through sin? 

What is the second power called which God has placed in the soul 
of man? Man’s will was also spoilt by the first sin. What can we 
do with our free will? Before our first parents sinned, their will 
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was good ; they only willed what God willed. But after sinning, they 
wished that which was bad; they desired to do what God had forbid- 
den them. It pleased them better to do their own will than to do the 
will of God. Is that right? By sin the will was inclined to wickedness. 
To what was the will inclined by sin? The will was inclined to 
wickedness. And this wicked will has been inherited by all man- 
kind. Is our will really inclined to evil? Which do you prefer to 
do, children, to play or to work? But which is best, to play or to 
work? When I have noticed the children in the street, or other 
places, I have often seen that one child would strike or push another, 
and that the child who was struck would immediately return the 
blow. Is this good or bad? To forgive and bear patiently, that 
would be right and good; but mankind will not do this. To what, 
then, is their will inclined? 

Children, what did God say to Adam and Eve? What became of 
them after they had eaten the forbidden fruit? Are Adam and Eve 
living still? O no, they are dead. O death is an awful thing. If 
our first parents had not sinned, they would not have had to die, but 
sinners must die. In what way did the first sin hurt man’s body? 
All men must die. And so it is, children; you can see it nearly every 
day ; sometimes an old person dies, sometimes a young one; indeed, 
even little children die sometimes. 

Where did Adam and Eve live before they sinned? O they were 
very happy! Were they allowed to remain in Paradise after hav- 
ing sinned? God drove our disobedient first parents out of Para- 
dise. Now they had to do hard work, to bear sicknesses and suffer- 
ings of all kinds, as God had told Eve: “ She should bring forth her 
children in sorrow.”” And to Adam: “ In the sweat of thy brow thou 
shalt eat thy bread.”’ Children, do we live in Paradise? Ono, Para- 
dise was lost to us through the sin of our first parents, and hard 
work, suffering, and all kinds of troubles are our portion. We lost 
something more glorious than Paradise. Is God pleased with wicked 
men? Will He let them go to heaven? What else did we lose that 
was glorious? Name the two glorious dwelling-places which were 
lost to us by the first sin? Paradise and heaven. What a terrible 
thing it would be for us if, after suffering so much in this world, 
we could not go to heaven, but should be lost for all eternity. But, 
dear children, I can give you the consoling news that God can help us, 
that He will help us, and that He has helped us. By His assistance 
we can get to heaven. I will tell you about this another time. 
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Now, answer the following questions: Did the sin of our first 
parents injure us? God created them good and just; what did we 
lose also by their sin? By sin they became wicked; what have we 
inherited from them? What do we call this sad inheritance? What 
else did we inherit with sin? What disadvantage did this sin bring to 
the soul? And what disadvantage to the body? What two glorious 
dwelling-places did we lose? Now, listen to a little story! 

There exists a law in some countries that those people who are in 
debt, and who can not pay them, are imprisoned as a punishment, and 
the place where they are put is called the debtor’s prison. No one 
can leave this prison until he has paid his debts. 

Once upon a time, a king visited these prisoners. They were all 
very sad and dejected, because no good friend had offered to pay these 
debts, which they had partly inherited, and partly incurred them- 
selves. The king had compassion upon their misery, and he said: 
“Would you not like to be liberated from this prison?” “O yes,” 
they all answered, “ we would certainly not get into debt again, if 
some one would only pay these, and liberate us.”” Then the king said, 
‘“‘T will send you my son. He will pay your debts and liberate you. 
Only obey him, and he will make you happy again.” 

The unfortunate prisoners waited with an ardent longing a long 
while for the promised deliverer. At last he came. He paid their 
debts, delivered them from prison, and showed them what they must 
do to obtain riches and honors. Those who obeyed him became once 
more happy men. But some of them were ungrateful; they did not 
obey him, contracted new debts, and got into prison again, and became 
more miserable than they were before. 

Children, was not this king very good and merciful to help these 
poor prisoners, and send them a redeemer? In the same way God 
is kind and merciful. By original sin, and the sins which we have 
ourselves committed, we were miserable and unhappy. But, children, 
rejoice; the good merciful God has taken pity upon us, and helps us 
to be good again, and just, and happy. Next time I will tell you 
what mercy God showed to our first parents. 
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XIX. 


Gop 1s MERCIFUL TO THE WICKED, WHEN THEY WISH TO DO BeEvrrer. 





You were so pleased, dear children, at what | told you last time 
about the king helping the unfortunate prisoners out of the debtor's 
prison. If you had been in this prison yourselves; if you had lan- 
guished there for many years, would you not have taken still greater | 
pleasure in that good, kind king? Children! by the sin of our first 
parents, all mankind was made far more miserable than those prison- 
ers in the debtor’s prison. What did all mankind lose thereby? 
What did they inherit? What do we call this sad inheritance? 
What else did-we inherit with the sin? How did sin injure the 
soul? How did it hurt the body? And what glorious possessions 
did we lose thereby? Can there be a greater misery than that which 
sin has brought upon mankind ? 

All mankind, and we, too, were miserable on this account; for all 
men are wicked when they come into the world, and the devil has 
power over the wicked. He wishes all mankind to be eternally 
miserable, and to lose heaven; but how delighted am I to be able to 
tell you, dear children, that God is merciful to the wicked, when they 
wish to improve. How do all men come into the world? Who has 
power over the wicked? What would the devil like to do with all 
mankind? Who will help us out of this great misery ? 

Now, take notice of this most consoling attribute of God's: That 
He is merciful to the wicked, when they wish to do better. 1 will 
repeat this to you several times. Now, listen, children, and | will tell 
you how merciful God was to our first parents. As long as our first 
parents obeyed God, they were good and just; they were clad with 
the garment of innocence. But as soon as they sinned, and were 
wicked, they lost this garment of innocence, and they saw that they 
were naked. If a person was driven out of the house naked, what 
would become of him in the wind and rain, in the cold and snow? 
He would certainly die from exposure. And this would certainly 
have happened to our first parents if God had driven them out of 
Paradise without clothing, into the cold weather. But God took com- £ 
passion upon them. He was merciful to them, and gave them gar- 
ments of skins. What mercy did God show our first parents? God 
gave them garments of skins. 


a 





—— 


TTR cre am soe 





SINE 8 Sea carwano 


— 


r TPO neces 





oes 
CANA tthe AI hatte NSE 


area 





om 








SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS, 377 

Children, have you ever seen a big fire? It is a terrible thing 
when fire lays waste, as it does sometimes, of whole houses and stores, 
and reduces them to ashes. Then the people cry and bemoan their 
misfortune; and they have good cause, for when one loses one’s 
home, it is a very great misfortune indeed. Doubtless Adam and 
Eve were very sad at being obliged to forsake that lovely Paradise; 
they must certainly have bitterly repented their disobedience, and 
have made the firm resolution of never again disobeying God. But 
what other glorious place was lost beside Paradise? If our first 
parents had thought that they had lost heaven, that they were re- 
jected by God for ever more, that the devil had power over them, 
and would make them miserable forever; if they had had no hope, 
they must have despaired. To prevent this, dear children, God had 
pity upon their miserable state. And how do you think God con- 
soled them? He promised them a Redeemer. He said: “ There is 
one coming who will crush the serpent’s head. He will take away 
Satan’s power, and He will make the wicked men good and blessed.” 
What consoling promise did God make to our first parents? He 
promised them a Redeemer. And God sent this Redeemer, dear 
children. He is our Redeemer, and the Redeemer of all mankind. 
He makes the wicked good, and helps them to regain heaven, if they 
obey Him, and let Him help them. Later, you will hear a great many 
joyful things about this Redeemer. Now, observe this well, how- 
ever, that God is only merciful to those who wish to become better ; 
for there are people, unhappily, who know very well that they are 
wicked, and they do not wish to improve, but they would rather 
obey their own wills, and be lost eternally. To what men, then, is 
God merciful? What have I told you to-day about God? 

Children, we are often so unfortunate as to do that which God does 
not wish us to do. I beg of you, when you have done wrong, do 
not remain incorrigible, but repent at once, and ask God’s forgive- 
ness, and amend. 

Two brothers, about your age, went into a neighboring forest to 
pick strawberries. You know, children, what strawberries are. You 
have often eaten them, and found them a most delicious fruit, have 
vou not? These boys found such quantities, that the ground was 
strewn as if with red beads. They picked and ate all they wanted. 

Then a third boy came up, who, when he saw them busy picking, 
began to tease and to scold them. ‘“‘ Who gave you permission to 
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pick my strawberries?” he cried. “1 found out this place a week 
ago. I discovered these strawberries, and so they belong to me. 
Get out, you thieves!’’ ‘“ These strawberries don’t belong to you on 


” 


that account,” said the elder of the two brothers, “ but they belong 
to those who pick them first, and if you don’t stop scolding, we will 
give you a good beating, for there are two of us, so you had better 
look out.” 

The younger brother heard all this, and he said to his brother: 
* Never mind; don’t hit him. Let us go away and look for other 
strawberries, sooner than get into a fight.” And they did this, and 
close at hand they found a quantity of larger strawberries. 

Now, children, which of these two brothers pleases you the most, 
the one who wanted to fight, or the one who forgave that bad boy, 
and went away from him? You like the one who, good-naturedly, 
forgave, better than the one who would have fought in anger, and 
taken revenge. Do not forget this, and for the future behave in this 
kind and merciful way. You will certainly in this life very often be 
offended and annoyed by others. Ought you to offend and annoy 
them in return? O certainly not! Think of God, of how com- 
passionate He is to wicked men, and forgives them if they wish to 
improve. But He desires us, too, to forgive those who offend us. 
What ought we to do to those who offend us? We ought to forgive 
willingly those who offend us. Always do this when any one 
offends you, for then God will always be merciful and compassionate 
to you. For with the measure with which we mete out to others, 
the same will be meted out to us. 

O children, some people are so wicked that they do not want to 
improve. When God and man forgive them their offenses, they take 
no heed, and very often they become worse and worse. Where will 
those people go to one day if they do not improve? What a terrible 
thing this would be! Just think of it, to be tortured in hell for ever 
and ever. Dear children, if you were able to make these people 
better, and save them from going to hell, would you not do so? 
Could we make all the wicked people good and pious? Who can do 
this if He wishes to? Can God make the wicked good? Dear 
children, I am going to ask you to do mea favor. It is the first favor 
I have asked of you, so I am sure you will not say, nay. And what 
do you think the favor is? I am not going to ask you for gold or 
silver, for you could not give me these; but what I am going to ask 
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you for, you can each one of you give me if you want to. I want 
you to say every day one “ Our Father,” that God may make all men 
good, so that they may not go to hell. Who of you will willingly 
say an “ Our Father ” daily, that God may make the wicked good. 
Now, then, a promise must be kept. Those who will not say the 
prayer had better not promise. But you must not forget to say it. 
I shall remind you about it often. God hears the prayers of good 
children. He takes delight in them. What should we do, then, for 
wicked men, that God may make them good? We should pray for 
the wicked. To avert the punishments of God, and to entreat His 
mercies, the prophet Joel says: “ Gather together the little ones, and 
them that suck at the breasts.” (Joel ii. 16.) Yes, children, do 
this to please God, the angels in heaven, and all good people, and 
pray daily to the merciful God that He may make all the wicked 
people good and blessed. This is a very good work which will ob- 
tain for you a glorious reward. We will now say this “ Our Father ”’ 
altogether. Raise your hands and your hearts to God, and pray 
devoutly, ‘‘Our Father,” etc., so that you may see how dreadful it 
is to be merciless one to another, and to have no pity upon those 
who are in want, and that such hard hearted people very often bring 
their own punishment upon themselves, I am going to tell you a 
little story: 

A rich man one day found a beggar boy lying in the gutter. He 
was crying and moaning aloud. “ What is the matter with you, 
sonny?” said the gentleman, kindly. “Ah!” replied the boy, “ my 
father and mother are dead, and now I must beg my bread. I have 
just run a splinter into my foot, and I can hardly walk any further 
for pain.” And then he began to sob afresh. 

The rich man took pity upon him, took him home in his elegant 
carriage, and had him attended to by his own doctor. He even 
told him that if he was good and obedient, he would keep him 
and bring him up as his own son. Children! was not this gentleman 
very good and kind? 

The boy was quite touched, and promised to be very good. For a 
long while he behaved very well. Then the gentleman, who wanted 
to teach him early to be kind and merciful, gave him the money for 
the poor, and said: “‘ Give a dime to every beggar who comes to the 
door, but give three dimes to the very old and feeble ones.” Chil- 
dren, have not your parents often given you a piece of bread, or 
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some money, to give to a beggar at the door? Your parents wanted 
to teach you to be kind and charitable by so doing. 

Now, listen to what this wicked boy did. As a beggar boy, he 
had often spent the alms given to him on candy, and now he stole 
the money from the poor for the same purpose. He drove the poor 
people away from the door, in the harshest manner, when nobody 
was looking. Was this not dreadful, dear children? Now listen 
to what happened to him. 

A poor old man came to the door, and begged an alms, and then 
this bad boy began to abuse him. “ You old tramp, get out of this, 
or I will set the dogs after you.”” At that moment the gentleman 
appeared. He was greatly shocked at this bad behavior, and he said, 
‘“ How can you behave so badly and so unkindly; you, who were a 
beggar yourself a short while ago. Leave my house at once! You 
do not deserve kindness at my hands!” He was obliged to take off 
his good clothes, and put on his own old rags again; and then he was 
driven from the house. 

Children, never be unkind! God is so merciful to us, and for- 
gives us when we wish to improve. Be merciful, therefore; have 
pity upon others, especially the poor and needy. Help them willingly 
when you can, and above all, do not forget what you have promised. 
What did you promise? For whom are you to say this “Our 
Father”? And why? Do this, and your reward will one day be 
great in heaven. 


XX. 
Wuat Gop Says 1s TRuTH, AND HE Keeps His PRomIsEs. 


Dear children, I told you a little verse about telling lies. How does 
this little verse read? Now, mind what happened to a boy that 
I am going to tell you about. Several poor boys used often to 
go into the forest to gather the dry wood, tie it in bundles, and 
carry it home. Among them there was one who took pleasure 
in lying to his comrades, and making fun of them. He used often 
to go away from the other boys on purpose, and then he would cry 
out: “O help, help! I have lost my way.” When the other boys 
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ran to his assistance, he laughed at them, and joked them for hav- 
ing been fooled. Children, was this not a shame for this boy to 
do so? Now listen, how he was one day punished for his lies. One 
day he really lost his way, and he cried at the top of his voice: “ Help, 
help! I have lost my way.” But his comrades, thinking that he was 
going to laugh at them again, let him call, and they went home with- 
out him. He wandered about in the forest, crying and screaming. 
Night came on; he knocked himself against a tree; he fell over a 
log, and hurt himself so much that he could not walk any further, 
and he was obliged to pass the night in the forest—frightened nearly 
to death when he was found by his parents the next day, half dead 
with cold and hunger. Why did this boy get into such trouble? 
what had he done? Who told the first lie? What did the serpent 
say to our first parents? What did God say? Was it true? Never 
forget, dear children, that what God says is true. What must you 
remember about God? 

What did vou promise me last time that you would do every day? 
For whom were you to say the “ Our Father”? And why? Have 
you kept your promise? If any of you have forgotten to say it, 
then say it to-day, for what we have once promised to do, we ought 
to do. What did God promise to our first parents? Dear children, 
God did actually send this Redeemer, for what God promises, that 
He also keeps. But how long do you think it was before God sent 
the promised Redeemer? Just think! it was four thousand years 
before the promised Redeemer came! What ought this to teach us 
concerning God when He promises anything? What He promises, 
that He will also keep, even if it takes four thousand years. 

O what a joy it is for us to know that what God says is the truth, 
and that He will keep His promises. It is not so with men. They 
often promise something, and do not keep their promise. Some- 
times they can not give what they have promised, and sometimes they 
do not want to give it. You have had this experience already, per- 
haps? It is not so with God. What ought you to remember about 
Him? 

Now, dear children, all that you have been told about God, is it not 
wonderful, and does it not make you glad? As often as you make 
the sign of the cross, and say the words, “ In the name of the Father,” 
think that your Father in heaven is God Himself, about whom you 
already know: 
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1. That He can make all things that He wills. 

2. That He has arranged all things beautifully and well. 

3. That He gives us so many good things. 

4. That He sees all things, that He hears all things, and that He 
knows all things. 

5. That He loves that which is good, and hates and detests that 
which is wicked. 

6. That He rewards the good, and punishes the wicked. 

7. That He is merciful to the wicked, if they wish to do better. 

8. What God says is true, and He keeps his promises. 


Tell me now, altogether, what I have taught you about God! 


(Repetition of Questions and Answers.) 


When you make the sign of the cross, and you say the words, 
“ And of the Son,” you will wish to know who God the Son is. O 
children, there are so many beautiful and joyful things to tell you 
about God the Son, that I am sure you will be more and more de- 
lighted to hear about them. God the Son, is the promised Redeemer 
of the world. His name is—let us pronounce it here for the first 
time with holy reverence—Jesus Christ! 


JESUS CHRIST. 
XXI. 


Jesus CHRIST, THE SON OF Gop, IS BoRN IN A STABLE AT 
BETHLEHEM. 


Dear children! You have now learnt a great deal about God. 
Tell me, are you not pleased to know so much about God already? 
But there are many things which you have not heard yet. If you 
are very attentive, I will teach you more about God. I want you to 
know how kind and good God is, and how much He loves mankind. 
How He wishes them to be happy, and to get to heaven one day. 

Through what was Paradise and heaven lost? What did the 
merciful God promise our first parents? Four thousand years 
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elapsed before the promised Redeemer came. I will tell you some 


of the things that mankind did during these four thousand years. 
All mankind, who are descended from Adam and Eve, are wicked 
when they come into the world; their reason is weakened, and their 
will is inclined to evil. The following story will prove to you the 
truth of this: 

The first son that was born to Adam and Eve, was called Cain, 
and he was so wicked that he killed his brother Abel. The first 
born, therefore, was his brother’s murderer. More and more men 
were born, and the more they increased in numbers, the more wicked 
they became. At the time of Noe, they were so wicked that they 
thought no more about God, and did not let themselves be led by 
Him, so that God wiped out the whole world by the flood; only the 
pious Noe, and all those who were with him in the ark, had their 
lives preserved by God. 

One would think, dear children, that such a terrible chastisement 
would have made men better. But, no; on the contrary, they forgot 
God entirely, and what do you think, children, that they worshipped 
instead of God? Some of them made images of wood or metal, and 
they adored these images as gods. Some of them worshipped the 
sun, and the fire; others again adored even animals, as for instance, 
the ox. Could they have offended God more? Is it not foolish 
for men who have reason, to worship images which they have made 
themselves, as gods? A boy once put these worshippers of false 
gods to shame. His father adored false gods. So as to prove to 
his father how foolish it was to adore images, he took a stick and 
broke all the gods into pieces except one, which was the largest. 
He put the stick into the hands of this god, and then, running to his 
father, he said: “ Father, the big god has beaten all the little ones, 
and broken them to pieces.” His father looked at him angrily, and 
said: “ Boy, you are mocking me! He can not have done it, because 
I made him with my own hands; but you must have done it.” There- 
upon the boy replied: “‘ Do not be angry at me, father. If your gods 
have no more power than I have in my boyish hands, how can they 
have created heaven and earth, and everything within them?” At 
this answer the father was silent. 

But mankind did far worse things than this. They made a god 
out of brass, which was hollow inside. They built a fire in the in- 
side of it, and when it was at white heat they took their children and 
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threw them into the glowing arms of the god, where they were burnt 
to death. O how these poor children must have screamed and cried t 
To prevent the sound of their cry from being heard, drums were 
beaten, and a great noise was made. Children, could God be pleased. 
with such wicked people? Then they offended God by other sins. 
They were continually quarreling among themselves, and they often 
murdered one another. What do you think God did? God sent 
them from time to time good men to admonish them to be better, or 
God would punish them severely. But what did they often do to 
these good men, who were called prophets? They persecuted them, 
_ and murdered some of them. Then God chastised them severely 
with war, famine, and pestilence, but they became worse and worse. 
Children, would you have liked to live among such wicked people? 
Among these wicked men, there lived some who did not adore false 
gods, but who served the one true God in heaven, kept His command- 
ments, and lived good lives. These good men suffered a good deal 
at the hands of the wicked ones, and it grieved them so much to see 
how greatly God was offended. Now, listen, and I will tell you 
what these good men did. They besought God fervently that He 
would take pity upon mankind, and send the Redeemer, that He 
might make these wicked people better. And God heard their prayer, 
and sent the Redeemer. 

Now, dear children, you will want to know who the Redeemer 
was whom God sent upon earth. Perhaps you think He was a very 
good man, or even an angel. O no, the Redeemer was much more 
than this. He was the Son of God Himself, sent on earth by God the 
Father of heaven, to make the wicked people good. What did God 
do to make the wicked people good again? God sent His Son into 
the world to make the wicked men good again. You tell me, N., 
and you, W. Now, tell me altogether. Now I will tell you how 
this happened. In a little town called Nazareth, there lived a poor 
young virgin. But though so poor in the goods of this world, she 
was rich in virtues. She was purity and innocence itself. It was 
her delight to please God, and to do His holy will. She was called 
Mary, and she was bethrothed to a poor, but godfearing and right- 
- eous man, called Joseph. 

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to this holy virgin. This 
angel of the Lord brought the message to Mary, and he said to her: 
“Hail, Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art 
thou among women.” 
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You have heard this salutation before, children, have you not? 
When do you say this prayer? This is how the Angel Gabriel saluted 
the purest of virgins. 

Children, if an angel full of heavenly beauty, shining with glory 
more beautiful than the sun, were to appear to you in this room and 
speak to you, would you not be very much frightened? You would 
not be able to speak for fear! Mary was frightened, too; but not 
only at the appearance of the Angel Gabriel! For, my dear children, 
Mary was so pious, so good, so holy, that God loved her exceedingly, 
and had often sent angels to her, and she had seen them with her own 
eyes. Her guardian angel appeared to her so often that she was 
quite accustomed to the beauty of the angels. O how good, how 
holy, must Mary have been that God should send so many holy 
angels to her, and how much you ought to love Mary. Why, then, 
was Mary afraid, if she was not afraid of the angel? She was 
frightened at the salutation. And why at the salutation? Because 
the angel praised her so. She did not consider herself worthy of 
such great praise. 

But the angel reassured her, and said: “ Fear not, Mary, for thou 
hast found grace before God. Thou wilt become the mother of a 
son. Thou shalt give Him the name of Jesus. He will be the Son 
of the Most High; that is to say, the Son of God Himself.” Now, 
hear what Mary said. Mary said: “ Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord. Be it done unto me according to Thy word.” You know 
these words, too, do you not, dear children? What angel did 
God send into the world? Where did He send him to? How did 
the Angel Gabriel salute Mary? And what did Mary answer? The 
angel had also said that she would bring forth a son, and whose was 
He to be? What did the angel say that she was to call the Son of 
God? Who, then, is the Son of God? The Son of God is Jesus 
Christ. Now, remember this: The Redeemer whom God sent into 
the world is not a man only, but He is the Son of God Himself, and 
is called Jesus Christ. P 

After a time, Mary and Joseph traveled to another town, which is 
called Bethlehem. They arrived there late at night. There were 
just at that time a great many visitors at Bethlehem, and all the 
houses were occupied. For this reason, and because they were poor, 
no one would take them in for the night. They were obliged to enter 
a stable to sleep. In this wretched place, in a stable, Mary brought 
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forth a Son, as the angel had said she would. Poor Mary wrapped 
the infant in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in the manger, because 
there was no better place at hand. The Son of God, Jesus Christ, 
came into the world quite poor. Who of you can tell me where 
Jesus Christ came into the world? Jesus Christ came into the world 
in a stable at Bethlehem. Children, there must have been many rich 
and beautiful virgins living there. Why, therefore, did God chose 
Mary, who was poor, as the mother of His Son? God does not re- 
gard the beauty of the body, nor wealth, nor fine clothes. He looks 
only at the heart. Mary had the purest and the most innocent 
heart. She only willed what God willed. She said this: “ I am the 
handmaid of the Lord.” Now, what must a servant, or a handmaid 
do when, she is told to do something? To obey God was Mary’s 
will, and now the Redeemer comes into the world, and will the Re- 
deemer make mankind happy or unhappy? Was Eve so obedient 
to God? And how are all the rest of mankind in this respect? Be- 
cause Mary was so innocent, and so obedient, God chose her to 
become the mother of His Son. She was poor, but the holiest of 
virgins. Who was the mother of the Son of God? Mary, the 
Blessed Virgin, was His Mother. 


; XXII. 
THE CHILD JESUS. 


The Child Jesus was to have a foster-father, who would take care 
of Him. There lived at that time many kings, princes, and other 
prominent wealthy men. Did God choose one of these to be the 
foster-father of His Son? Why did He choose the poor carpenter 
Joseph? This poor carpenter was a righteous, Godfearing man; 
therefore, to him was given the great grace of being the foster-father 
of the Son of God. Who was the foster-father of Jesus? St. Joseph 
was His foster-father. 

Tell me, dear children, what did God create in heaven out of love 
to mankind? And what did He create upon earth? And what other 
gifts have we received from God? And, now, dear children, God 
gives us His own beloved Son. Think of that! The most beloved 
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that God has, He gives to us, His beloved Son, to make us good and 
blessed. Which is the greatest gift of God’s: the sun, the moon, 
tie stars, and the whole world, or the Child Jesus? Rejoice, there- 
fore, dear children, at the birth of the Child Jesus, and always be 
very attentive when I tell you anything about Jesus Christ. If the 
Child Jesus had not come into the world, it would not have been so 
well with you, and many pleasures which you now have you would 
have been deprived of. 

So that you may picture to yourselves how it looked in the stable 
at Bethlehem, when Jesus came into the world, I will show it to you 
in a picture.* Here you see the Child Jesus lying in the crib. Here 
kneels the child’s foster-father, St. Joseph, and here is the mother of 
Jesus, Mary, the Blessed Virgin. N., show me the Child Jesus, St. 
Joseph, and our Blessed Lady. Are you pleased with this picture, 
children? Very well, then, I shall hang it up on the wall for you, 
and leave it there until you have looked at it thoroughly, and can tell 
who the persons are represented in it. That we may never forget 
that the heavenly Father gave us that which He held most dear, we 
Christians celebrate every year a festival, by which we remember 
with gratitude that the Son of God, Jesus Christ, came into the 
world for love of us. This festival is called Christmas. It is in 
particular, a joyous day for the children. And so that you, too, dear 
children, may rejoice in the Infant Jesus, and love Him very ten- 
derly, it is customary that because our heavenly Father has given us 
that most dear to Him, our parents give their children on this day 
all sorts of good things. The children take the greatest delight in 
the tree which is prepared for them on this day. Remember, children, 
why the tree is decorated for you. It is to remind you of your Father 
in heaven, and of His Son, Jesus Christ, that you may love them, 
and that your heart may be glad. God so loved mankind that He 
sent His only Son upon earth, so that Jesus might make all men good 
and happy. 

Children, why do your parents give you a tree at Christmas? Of 
what should it remind you? Are you pleased to have a Christmas 
tree? Then I will tell you a story about a Christmas tree. 





*To make the most important events in the life of Jesus Christ more per- 
ceptible to the minds of the children, it is advisable for the teacher to provide 
himself with pictures of these events, which the children will greatly enjoy. 
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Christmas eve had come, and in all Christian families one saw 
everywhere preparations being made to observe the holy festival of 
Christmas with grateful hearts, and to welcome the birth of Jesus 
with glad rejoicings. So that the children might rejoice at the ad- 
vent of the Son of God upon earth, and in this way have the love of 
Jesus implanted early in their young hearts, the good parents 
exerted themselves to give their children a beautifully decorated tree. 
And many a little tot would ask the mother, wonderingly : “ Mamma, 
when is the Infant Jesus coming? will He be long arriving?” And 
then the mother answered: “ Be good children, and then the Child 
Jesus will bring you very soon some beautiful presents.” At these 
words the children were satisfied, and they strove with all their might 
to be very good for love of the Infant Jesus. 

But iri the home of a poor laborer who had died a few days before, 
there was no gladness. His three little children sat sadly round 
the table, for their father had just been buried. He had been so good 
to them, and worked hard to give them the necessaries of life, and 
sometimes he had been able to give them a childish treat. The 
mother, not knowing what she should do to feed the three little ones, 
cried bitterly when she looked at them. The expenses of the sickness 
had taken up all their scanty savings, and on this day above all others, 
the mother’s heart was heavy, and she felt her poverty all the more 
that she was unable to give the children anything at this time of 
Christmas. 

Rosie, the youngest girl, asked her mother, innocently, in her 
childish way, whether the Infant Jesus was not coming to them. 
“ Ask Him,” she said, “to bring us something, too.” How gladly 
would that mother have given a little pleasure to her children, but 
her poverty rendered this impossible. So as not to deprive them of 
their hope, she prayed with confidence to God, the Father of the 
widow and the orphan. The Infant Jesus will certainly not forget us, 
but, children, you must pray to Him for His gifts. Thereupon, 
little Rosie raised up her hands, and prayed with childlike devotion, 
in which the others joined her: 


“O Infant Jesus, come to me, 
And make a sweet, good girl of me; 
Though small my heart, it longs for Thee; 
Come live in it, it loves but Thee.” 
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Children, how do you like little Rosie? Was she not a good little 
girl? Do you not wish to learn this little verse, too? I will repeat 
it to you several times. Now listen to what happened further. The 
mother said to her oldest child, a boy of about nine years, “ Joseph, 
gather together all the pine wood which your father was going to sell 
before he was taken sick. Carry it into the town, and see if you can 
sell it; otherwise, ours will be a sad Christmas. But hurry, so as to 
get back before nightfall, and on the way say an ‘ Our Father,’ that 
God may send you a purchaser.” 

Quickly and cheerfully the obedient boy gathered the pine wood 
together. The load was almost more than he could carry, but he 
made his way manfully to the town, which was only a short distance 
from the village. Arrived there, no one seemed inclined to buy his 
wood, and the poor boy was very sad as he offered it first to one, 
then to another, always in vain. “ Ah!” he thought, “I shouldn’t 
mind so much if it wasn’t for mother. She would cry so if I came 
back without any money.” 

He tried his fortune in another way. He went from house to 
house, and asked at the door: “ Do you want any pine wood? Please 
buy some of me.’’ He found a few kind persons who did buy some, 
but the greater number ordered him away, and one person went so 
far as to call him a little tramp, which hurt poor little Joseph’s feel- 
ings very much. It was getting dark now, and he had not yet sold all 
his wood. His heart was so heavy that the tears began to roll down 
his cheeks, and it was freezing so hard that he began to tremble with 
the cold. In this sad state he looked pitifully up to heaven and 
breathed a prayer from the bottom of his heart: **O my God, dear 
Infant Jesus, send someone to buy up all my wood, so that I can get 
home before night.” With that, he called at another house. How 
delighted and surprised he was to hear most beautiful music coming 
from one of the rooms. Without knowing how it happened, he 
approached the door, which was ajar. He looked in, and what a 
sight it was for the poor boy. In the middle of the room stood a 
handsome tree, on the branches of which many waxen lights were 
burning. Lovely rosy cheeked apples, gilded nuts, rich candies, 
and many other desirable things in which children delight, were 
hanging all over it. Children, what was the name of this tree? I 
will tell you next time how little Joseph got along, and what became 
of this Christmas tree. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


LESSON XVIIII. 


57. Have we not also lost something by the sin of our first parents? We 
lost goodness and justice. 

58. What did we inherit from our first parents? We inherited wickedness 
from them. 

59. What do we call this sad inheritance? Original sin. 

60. What did we inherit with the sin? The punishment. 

61. What loss did the powers of our soul suffer? Our reason was weak- 
ened, and our will inclined to evil. 

62. How did this sin injure our material bodies? All men must die. 

63 What glorious possessions did we lose through this sin? We lost para- 
dise and heaven. 


LESSON XIX. 


64. When the wicked wish to do better what can you tell me about it as. 
regards God? He will be merciful to the wicked if they wish to do better. 

65. How did God show mercy to our first parents; what garments did He 
give them? God gave them garments made of skins. 

66. And what did God promise them? God promised them a Redeemer. 

67. If God is so merciful and forgives so willingly, what ought we to do to 
those who have offended us? We should forgive gladly all those who 
offend us. 

68. If they do not become better, what should we do for such wicked 
people? We should pray for them. 


LESSON XX. 


69. Four thousand years elapsed before God sent a Redeemer; what car 
we learn from that? What God says is true. and He keeps His promises. 

70. What is the name of the Redeemer of mankind? Jesus Christ. 

71. What has God done to make the wicked good again? God sent His. 
Son into the world to make the wicked good. 


LESSONS XXI, AND XXII. 


72. Who is the Son of God? Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

73. Where did Jesus Christ come into the world? Jesus Christ came into 
the world ina stable at Bethlehem. 

74. Who was the mother of the Son of God? Mary, the Blessed Virgin, 
was His mother. 

75. Who was His foster-father? St. Joseph was His foster-father. 
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